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Elections 
Move 
Forward 
By Charreah Jackson 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
The 2004 General Elections 
will be one like no other: the stu-
dent body will now be voting 
online and candidates will be held 
to the standards of a new point 
system that will determine if they 
are responsible enough to make it 
on the ballot. After much discus-
sion and planning, the last of the 
regulations for general elections 
was passed at Wednesday 
evening's General Assembly 
Meeting, opening the election. 
"I am thrilled that the elec-
tions guidelines were approved 
and we can officially begin," 
General Assembly Elections 
Committee (GAEC) Chair and 
School of Communications repre-
sentative, Shawntel Hebert said." 
I am looking forward to a pro-
ductive election and campaign 
season. I am hopeful for a great 
voter turnout." 
With it being decided that 
voting services would utilize the 
online system already held by the 
university, other aspects of the 
General Elections had to be 
altered. Since students will now 
be able to vote virtually from any 
computer on campus or any other 
place, new election day protocol 
was approved which ,Yill forbid 
candidates fr0111 campaigning 
inside any building on campus on 
the day of elections. 
"Online voting is a unique 
way to reach every potential gen-
See ELECTIONS page AB 
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Carol Moseley 
Braun 
Withdraws 
By Shara D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
With former United States 
senator Carol Moseley-Braun's 
recent announcen1ent concern-
ing her withdrawal from the 
Democratic race to the White 
House, many of her followers 
are left wondering about her 
future in American politics. 
Citing a lack of financial back-
ing for her campaign, Braun 
has decided to place her sup-
port behind former Vermont 
governor, Democratic front-
runner Howard Dean. 
According to CNN.coll', 
she asked Iowans to join her in 
voting for Dean in Monday's 
Iowa caucus. "[I hope you] will 
stand for him with the convic-
tion and courage with which 
See BRAUN page A4 
INSIDE 
What's cookin' at 
the Puncli Out? See 
the new menu 
inside ... 
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Trustee Merrick Hosts Town Hall 
Meeting with ;president Swygert 
By Shara D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
As a way to maintain an 
ongoing dialogue between stu-
dents and University officials, 
undergraduate trustee Kareem 
Merrick hosted a town hall 
meeting with Howard 
University President H. Patrick 
Swygert on Tuesday in the 
School of Business auditorium. 
President Swygert addressed 
issues ranging from winter 
rreak to school rankings to out-
dated facilities. 
The first half of the forum 
focused on topics given to 
Merrick by students prior to the 
panel. President Swygert 
assured the audience that 
although not all concerns could 
be acted upon immediately, he 
would take the ideas back to the 
Board of Trustees for considera-
tion. 
One of the foremost sub-
jects discussed was the pro-
posed construction of several 
new buildings on campus, 
including a new arena, a state-
See TOWNHALL page AB 
I 
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University President H. 
Patrick Swygert addressed 
several campus issues at 
Tuesday's Town Hall Meeting. 
l lltop Folds Due to Lack of Money 
By Kevin Harris 
Contributing Writer 
A sluggish economy and a 
lack of funds are to blame for 
the demise of the nation's first 
comedy magazine published by 
an HBCU. Last year, Howard 
University was slated to release 
the Illtop Journal, but after pro-
ducing two issues that were 
never published, the magazine 
was canceled. 
Jannette L. Dates, Dean of 
the School of Communications 
said, "Every time we got ready 
to get started the economy 
would take a nose dive and con-
tributions would begin to slow." 
Dates said that the 
University still intends to 
release a comedy magazine but 
will not be able to do so until 
more funds can be invested into 
the projt>< t. 
"We're still looking for 
more funds and are interested 
in finding ways to recruit more 
ad dollars that will help to sus-
tain the project," Dates said. 
Although the magazine, which 
first launched in 1999, suffers 
from a lack of funds, it contin-
ues to benefit from an abun-
dance of support from superstar 
comedian Chris Rock. Dates 
says that it was Rock's idea to 
publish the n1agazine and that 
despite the Illtop's struggles, 
Rock continues to pledge sup-
port financially and promises to 
encourage more blacks to 
become more involved in simi-
lar endeavors. 
"Mr. Rock has been there 
from the very beginning,'' Dates 
said. ''He has helped tre1nen-
dously financially and has 
always made members of his 
staff available to the university." 
Dates remains optimistic 
about the project and says that 
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The llltop Journal produced five issues, two of which 
were never published, before folding in 2003 due to 
financial problems. 
she ,Yill continue to work with 
Rock and others to revive the 
magazine because "we know 
that there is a market out there 
for something like this." The 
Illtop's faculty advisor, Jim 
Brown, shares Rock and Dates' 
optimism that the magazine will 
return. 
Said Brown, "Everyone 
involved in the project is ready 
to see it go again. This was a 
great idea that needs 1nore 
attention.' According to 
Brown, the purpose of the mag-
azine is "to have a vehicle 
through which young people 
could learn, practice and under-
stand humor as well as gain an 
understanding for the intricate 
tasks involved in producing a 
magazine, which is quite differ-
ent from producing a newspa-
per."' Brown added that he is 
very disappointed to see the 
magazine struggle and that he 
will continue his efforts to make 
sure that the magazine v.rill 
return. 
However, son1e Howard 
students do not share the same 
level of enthusiasm for a come-
dy magazine. Sophomore politi-
cal science major Michelle 
O'Kyere said, "I wouldn't really 
be interested in something like 
that because it wouldn't bring 
anything to my life. I think that 
all entertainment is good, but it 
just wouldn't be helpful to me to 
read a magazine full of jokes 
when there are more serious 
issues that should be dis-
cussed." 
Chris Auukwwem, a junior 
electrical engineering major, 
has a different view. 
"I think a comedy magazine 
would be nice and could lighten 
up the mood a lot 
around here. However, I know 
that there are some people who 
d islike that kind of joking 
around. Just look at the contro-
versy that was caused by that 
April fool's joke in the Hilltop 
Dast year 1-" 
Despite the mixed responses of 
some Howard students to the 
prospect of the Illtop Journal 
returning, many students may 
find pride in knowing that if 
successful, Howard University 
·will be the first in yet another 
area of achievement. Dates 
maintained that Howard is still 
the first HBCU to publish a 
comedy magazine despite the 
fact that two issues produced 
remain unpublished. "Howard 
is still the first to do this kind of 
thing,'' Dates said. 
For those who want the Illtop 
Journal to return, there is not 
much that can be done. They 
can rest assured that Dates is 
steadfast in her belief that one 
day the University will get it 
back on track. 
Disabled Students Demand 
''Level Playing Field'' 
By CharreahJackson 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Embarrassed and angry, 
sopho1nore psychology major 
Ayo Vanterpool looked out the 
window of an empty shuttle. The 
sidewalk is full of scowling stu-
dents who had to leave the bus 
and now wait outside for the 
driver to use the wheelchair lift 
to get her on. 
The driver's inability to 
assist Vanterpool angers her and 
she feels embarrassed because 
the students' scowls are directed 
at her. 
Vanterpool is just one of 
over 300 students at Howard 
University who face both typical 
Howard problems and life-alter-
ing disabilities. 
"I have continued to address 
any problems I have with the 
people who should be able to 
help, but I have seen little or no 
improvement," Vanterpool said. 
"I am left out in the cold, my 
Read why this 
young ,nan will be 
spending the next 10 
years in 
prison ... A7 
Wheelchair-bound sophomore Ayo Vanterpool partici-
pates in a philosophy class. Accessibilty has be come a 
growing problem for her and similar students. 
room is not wheelchair accessi-
ble, and I am still struggling for 
my accommodation letters to 
give to my professor." 
The Office for Special 
Student Services accommodates 
See DISABLED page AB 
Ready for another 
round? HU vs. 
HUI, the saga con-
tinues ... 
A GAIN! Bl 
Law School 
Welcomes 
Brown v. 
Board 
Lawyers 
By Shai·a D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
The Howard University 
School of Law presented a 
panel of lawyers who worked 
on the Brown v. Board of 
Education case, entitled "The 
Lawyers Who Defeated 
'Separate But Equal"' 
Wednesday evening. Included 
in the panel were Robert L. 
Carter, J ulian R. Dugas, Oliver 
W. Hill, Sr. and Louis H. 
Pollak, who all played a signif-
icant role in the Brown's victo-
ry. After the introduction of 
each panelist, the audience, 
composed of a variety of eth-
nicities, rose to its feet to give 
them a standing ovation for 
their legacies and acco111plish-
ments. 
Hill remembered the time 
he spent at the Law School 
with classmate Thurgood 
Marshall and the effect of 
See BROWN page A4 
AKAsRaise 
$21,000for 
Africare 
By Danielle Scruggs 
Campus Editor 
The 6Jpha Chapter ot Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. pre-
sented a $21,000 check to the 
Africare HIV/ AIDS Service Corps 
Wednesday, their largest dona-
tion yet to the non-profit organi-
zation. 
The sorority has been donat-
ing the proceeds from their annu-
al Hunger Fast to Africare since 
1986. The hunger fast serves to 
help the sorors empathize with 
those who suffer from 
HIV/ AIDS, homelessness and 
hunger, according to an Africare 
press release. 
Over the course of 48 hours, 
sorority members are required to 
See AKAS page A4 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority 
members Rhonisha 
Franklin, Jayne Harper and 
Rashida Rogers present 
Afrlcare president Julius E. 
Coles with a check from 
proceeds raised at their 
annual Hunger Fast. 
Work Outside The Classroom ciate professor in the Radio-Television-Film Department, said, "The gratification is seeing stu-dents grow and become positive contributors to soci-
ety. Though teaching [does not offer] much money, it 
pleasures me and brings great n1emories." Roberts 
does outside work as a weekend editor in an English-
Africa service called the Voice of Anlerica (VOA). For 
VOA, Roberts makes editorial decisions on what 
news stories to broadcast to Africa as well as host 
segments during the weekends. 
By Courtney Patterson 
Contributing Writer 
Driven by a need for financial stability and a 
desire to fulfill their career goals, several Howard 
professors have taken on extra jobs. 
According to a survey taken on Business Week 
Online, it is almost financially mandatory for those in 
the education field to have a second job. But for many 
professors at Howard, the reward of teaching and 
seeing their students grow makes the small salaries a 
lesser worry. 
Rochelle Ford, a professor in the Journalism 
Department, said, "Teaching has always been my first 
love and I also love PR [public relations]. And when I 
do my consulting work, it helps with my teaching 
from experience." 
Ford has an independent agency called RTillery 
Communications that provides public relations con-
sulting for ca1npaigns, editing, events and organiza-
tions since 1995. "I enjoy it, and I always say don't do 
anything that you don't love to do," Ford said. 
Ford's feelings speak for another professor who is 
trying to achieve the same goal. Ted Roberts, an asso-
Though teaching may seem rewarding, there is 
also the necessity of stability. Some professors need 
the security of benefits to secure a stable life. "Even 
See WORK page AB 
A New Year,ANew ChanglS at the -Out 
By Ayesha Rascoe 
Contributing Writer 
Howard's Punch-Out launched a 
new menu and approach to serving the 
student body at the beginning of the 
Spring 2004 semester, In addition to 
adding a variety of foods to the menu, 
including wraps, hot dogs and waffle 
fries, many items are now made to 
order. 
"We wanted to offer more of a var-
ied menu and increase the quality [of 
the food]," said Renee Hall, retail man-
ager for Sodexho, the food and facili-
ties management services company 
that handles Howard's dining services. 
Hall and other managers worked 
together to bring about the changes 
that are now in effect at the Punch-Out. 
The changes were partly in 
response to another renovations plan 
that was set to take place in January 
but unfortunately fell through. 
"We had previously discussed 
changing the menu, and I know some-
one had announced [that there would 
be] new concepts in January," Hall 
said. "I just wanted to introduce some-
thing new to students." 
Last semester, Howard alumni 
Jean Burnett and Robert Cooper 
worked with Howard's administration 
to finalize a plan that would bring 
Chick-Fil-A, Sk--y Ranch Grill, and 
Pandini's Pizza to the Punch-Out, as 
well as update the physical layout. 
However, due to monetary and sched-
Nutrition Facts 
Changes in Punch-Out Menu and Prices 
Menu Additions 
Portobello Mushroom Burger 53.29 
Buffalo Chicken Wrap $3.95 
Philly Steak Wrap $3.95 
Chicken Caesar Salad Wrap $3.95 
Chlll Cheese Dog S2.25 
Fruit Smoothie $3.29 
% Price Change' 
Cheeseburger $2.50 1.045% 
Chicken Wlngettes $4.60 -1 .215% 
Steak and Cheese S3.95 1.01% 
Ham and Cheese $3.50 -1.14% 
·1nmrma11on Cotnp lad By Ay11ho Raoooe 
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uling difficulties, these plans have been 
delayed. 
Although these specific changes 
did not take place, the new ideas this 
semester have been met with positive 
feedback from students. 
"It's gotten better," said Crystal 
Devone, senior radio-television-film 
major. "(Previously] everything 
seemed fairly old and not fresh. When 
you came into the Punch-Out, you 
smelled oil. Now it smells fresh." 
Senior English major Arin 
Lawrence, who eats at the Punch-Out 
three to four times a week, was also 
enthusiastic about the changes. 
"I don't know if they made it clean-
er, but [the food] tastes better," 
A Day in the Life ... Omar, Duran, 
Candace, Justin, Jack 
By Daniel Frankson 
Contributing Writer 
Most students who attend Howard 
work hard to graduate and hope that 
their hard work lands then1 a job with a 
big time company. For Omar R. 
Muhammad, a junior electrical engineer-
ing major, Duran Brown, a junior adver-
tising major, Candace Morgan a sopho-
more radio-television-film major, Justin 
Johnson, a junior English major, and 
Jack Jenkins, a junior accounting major, 
that is simply not enough. "I can't see 
myself graduating from the best black 
university in the world only to end up 
working for a white owned company," 
Muhammad said. "Black people are the 
biggest consumers in this country and at 
the end of the day we have nothing to 
show for it. We don't own anything in 
our neighborhoods." 
PIIOTO IIY \IAYA GIL I I \\I 
These five entrepreneurs have 
taken on everything from retail 
sales to club promotions. 
His fellow business partni::rs, who 
have set their goals beyond simply just 
graduating, share this feeling. The team 
of six has plans on starting many differ-
See LIFE page AB 
PHOTO BY RO'- ROvl·RS 
The Punch-Out has introduced several new menu items and lower prices 
with the start of the spring semester. 
Lawrence said. 
Not only are new food selections 
available; the Punch-Out also now 
offers daily specials, such as the wrap 
of the day. Smoothies, which were pre-
viously only available 1n the 
Administration Building and at 
Jazmine's, are now also offered in the 
Punch-Out. 
"They have smoothies, so you don't 
have to go to the A-Building. It's more 
convenient for students," said Jaisun 
McCormick, junior radio-television-
film major. 
Since the new menu was instated, 
Hall has observed an overall increase 
in business. Vanessa Rushing, a 
cashier in the Punch-Out, has experi-
See PUNCHOUT page AB 
RSVP Point System Here to Stay 
By La'Trisha Gomer 
Contributing Writer 
For the second year in a row, stu-
dents will register for housing through 
the annual Room Selection and 
Verification Plan, otherwise known as the 
RSVP, a points-based system. Points are 
given to students for academic perform-
ance, community service, and campus 
involvement. Additional points are given 
to international students and students 
who are from places outside of the DC 
metropolitan area. Students with the 
most points are able to select their hous-
ing before those with fewer points. 
According to Charles Gibbs, Dean of 
Residence Life, the point system is a con-
venience for students. 
"We look forward to another smooth 
three-day process this year. With this sys-
tem, it only takes three seconds to select 
housing from the comfort of your home." 
Gibbs also stresses the importance of pay-
ing the $200 housing deposit. "Students 
should pay as soon as possible; as you 
know, there is a housing shortage and 
there will be a cutoff number for the 
an1ount of students who can get housing." 
Robert Rountree, a senior engineer-
ing major, did not think that the point 
system was fair last year. "The point sys-
tem is not fair because some people have 
harder majors than other people and get 
fewer points for lower GPAs," Rountree 
said. "Plus I live in Delaware so I would-
n't get as many points as someone from 
California, so the points don't work for 
me." 
Although some students did not like 
the point system last year, many feel that 
the RSVP point system is fairer than past 
systems such as "the lottery", which ran-
domly selected students for housing. 
Darby Brooks, a sophomore radio-televi-
sion-fihn major, feels that the system 
See RSVP page A9 
Egyptian 
Fraternity 
Works to Fly 
African Flag 
on the Yard 
By Khaila Edward 
Contributing Writer 
Since the red, black and 
green of the Universal African 
flag has been making guest 
appearances on almost every 
piece of apparel from t-shirts to 
wristbands, sneakers to caps, the 
Ancient and Noble Order of 
Shemsu-Heru, a Kemetic frater-
nity founded here at Howard, is 
one organization that hopes to 
make the flag's significance 
known. 
The fraternity has proposed 
that the Universal African flag be 
raised on the Yard along with the 
American and school flags. 
Adrian Taylor, the president of 
the organization, remarked that 
recognition of the flag is more 
grounded in historical tribute 
than in contemporary purpose. 
The initiative has been met 
with some skepticism, like that of 
sophomore political science 
major Darnell Oliver. Oliver says, 
"I think the flag idea is a very 
Afro-centric ideal. It says to me 
'Let's try to unite with Africa,' and 
frankly I have no knowledge of 
Afri " ca. 
To this criticism, the 
Shemsu-Heru website says that 
by making this proposal they are 
"not trying to adhere to some 
Afro-centric ideal, but rather set-
ting the stage for universal soli-
darity while celebrating [the 
African] heritage." 
Taylor acknowledges and 
even empathizes with those who 
see the flag initiative as "too radi-
cal," but maintains that there is 
nothing radical about wanting 
freedom and equality, ideals the 
Universal African flag embodies. 
He quoted Marcus Garvey, who 
said, "A people without knowl-
edge of its past is like a tree with-
out roots." 
Last December, the fraterni-
ty held a well-attended Sp('ak-out 
on campus, which sought to gain 
support from the campus popu-
lation to further the cause. TI1eir 
plans for this year were made on 
Sunday when Howa"Ci University 
leadership and Shemsu-Heru 
met to discuss the direction in 
which they would like to take the 
flag initiative. They have decided, 
for the mon1ent, to have the flag 
and its historical context com-
memorated and acknowledged 
somewhere on campus as 
opposed to it being raised. 
Said Taylor, "We said fron1 
the outset, if we cannot raise the 
flag up, we at least want to have 
the flag and its historical context 
memorialized and acknowledged 
somewhere on campus. Some 
See FLAG page AB 
Do you feel that·President Swygert is available to the student body? 
Ebony Reid 
Freshman 
Psychology 
"Yes because on the website there is a 
link available to e-mail him. (However, I 
have never atten1pted to contact him.)" 
VOICE.~A,\0 VIEWS BY t'ALV11' Sl;.\l'ON 
A2 
• 
Jamon A. Jefferson 
Freshman 
Political Science 
"I do not feel that he is available to the stu-
dent body because I have never seen him in 
person. I can remember my roomate sched-
uled a meeting with hin1 and the number of 
times he has rescheduled it." 
Joi Harqis 
Freshm an 
Int'l Business 
''Yes, I believe he is available to the student 
body. His online services can be utilized 24 
hours a day to eve1y student. If there are any 
concerns that need to be addressed, I believe 
that contacting our President would be of ease." 
The Hilltop 
Sean Bogle 
Senior 
Broadcast Journalism 
"No, but is it neces&uy for him to be? I think there 
is a difference between 'being available' and \vork-
ing for' the student body. If he made himself avail-
able, he would be presented with an onslaught of 
ooncerns that he oould never fully satisfy. Not 
available does not necessarily mean not working." 
January 23, 2004 
, 
Work Outside The Classroom ciate p rofessor in the Radio-Television-Film Department, said, "The gratification is seeing stu-dents grow and become positive contributors to soci-
ety. Though t eaching [does not offer] much money, it 
pleasures me and brings great memories." Roberts 
does outside work as a weekepd editor in an English-
Africa service called the Voice of America (VOA). For 
VOA, Roberts makes editorial decisions on what 
news stories to broadcast to Africa as well as host 
segments during the weekends. 
By Courtney Patterson 
Contributing Writer 
Driven by a need for financial stability and a 
desire to fulfill their career goals, several Howard 
professors have taken on extra jobs. 
Rochelle Ford, a professor in the Journalism 
Department, said, "Teaching has always been my first 
love and I also love PR [public relations]. And when I 
do my consulting work, it helps with my teaching 
from experience." 
According to a survey taken on Business Week 
Online, it is almost financially mandatory for those in 
the education field to have a second job. But for many 
professors at Howard, the reward of teaching and 
seeing their students grow makes the small salaries a 
lesser worry. 
Ford has an independent agency called RTillery 
Communications that provides public relations con-
sulting for campaigns, editing, events and organiza-
tions since 1995. "I enjoy it, and I always say don't do 
anything that you don't love to do," Ford said. 
Though teaching may seem rewarding, there is 
also the necessity of stability. Some professors need 
the security of benefits to secure a stable life. "Even 
Ford's feelings speak for another professor who is 
trying to achieve the same goal. Ted Roberts, an asso- See WORK page AB 
ANew Yeat;ANew 
By Ayesha Rascoe 
Contiibuting Writer 
Howard's Punch-Out launched a 
new menu and approach to serving the 
student body at the beginning of the 
Spring 2004 semester, In addition to 
adding a variety of foods to the menu, 
including wraps, hot dogs and waffle 
fries, many items are now made to 
order. 
"We wanted to offer more of a var-
ied menu and increase the quality [of 
the food]," said Renee Hall, retail man-
ager for Sodexho, the food and facili-
ties management services company 
that handles Howard's dining services. 
Hall and other managers worked 
together to bring about the changes 
that are now in effect at the Punch-Out. 
The changes were partly in 
response to another renovations plan 
that was set to take place in January 
but unfortunately fell through. 
"We had previously discussed 
changing the menu, and I know some-
one had announced [that there would 
be] new concepts in January," Hall 
said. "I just wanted to introduce some-
thing new to students." 
Last semester, Howard alumni 
Jean Burnett and Robert Cooper 
worked with Howard's administration 
to finalize a plan that would bring 
Chick-Fil-A, Sky Ranch Grill, and 
Pandini's Pizza to the Punch-Out, as 
well as update the physical layout. 
However, due to monetary and sched-
N utri t ion Facts 
Changes in Punch-Out Menu and Prices 
Menu Additions 
Portobello Mushroom Burger $3.29 
Buffalo Chicken Wrap $3.95 
Phllly Steak Wrap $3.95 
Chicken Caesar Salad Wrap $3.95 
Chlll Cheese Dog $2 25 
Fruit Smoothie $3.29 
% Price Change' 
Cheeseburge r $2.50 1.045% 
Chicke n Wlngettes $4 60 -1.215% 
Steak and Cheese S3.95 1.01 % 
H am and Cheese $3.50 -1.14 % 
,n1omi110n Comp,led By A,11he Ra100e 
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uling difficulties, these plans have been 
delayed. 
Although these specific changes 
did not take place, the new ideas this 
semester have been met with positive 
feedback from students. 
"It's gotten better," said Crystal 
Devone, senior radio-television-film 
major. "[Previously] everything 
seemed fairly old and not fresh. When 
you came into the Punch-Out, you 
smelled oil. Now it smells fresh." 
Senior English major Arin 
Lawrence, who eats at the Punch-Out 
three to four times a week, was also 
enthusiastic about the changes. 
"I don't know if they made it clean-
er, but [the food] tastes better," 
A Day in the Life ... Omar, Duran, 
Candace, Justin, Jack 
By Daniel Frankson 
Contributing Writer 
Most students who attend Howard 
work hard to graduate and hope that 
their hard work lands them a job with a 
big time company. For Omar R. 
Muhammad, a junior electrical engineer-
ing major, Duran Brown, a junior adver-
tising major, Candace Morgan a sopho-
more radio-television-film major, Justin 
Johnson, a junior English major, and 
Jack Jenkins, a junior accounting major, 
that is simply not enough. "I can't see 
myself graduating from the best black 
university in the world only to end up 
working for a white owned company," 
Muhammad said. "Black people are the 
biggest consumers in this country and at 
the end of the day we have nothing to 
show for it. We don't own anything in 
our neighborhoods." 
PIIOro BY \1AYAGILLIAM 
These five entrepreneurs have 
taken on everything from retail 
sales to club promotions. 
His fellow business partners, who 
have set their goals beyond simply just 
graduating, share this feeling. The team 
of six has plans on starting many differ-
See LIFE page AB 
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The Punch-Out has Introduced several new menu items and lower prices 
with the start of the spring semester. 
Lawrence said. 
Not only are new food selections 
available; the Punch-Out also now 
offers daily specials, such as the wrap 
of the day. Smoothies, which were pre-
viously only available 1n the 
Administration Building and at 
Jazmine's, are now also offered in the 
Punch-Out. 
''They have smoothies, so you don't 
have to go to the A-Building. It's more 
convenient for students," said Jaisun 
McCormick, junior radio-television-
film major. 
Since the new menu was instated, 
Hall has observed an overall increase 
in business. Vanessa Rushing, a 
cashier in the Punch-Out, has experi-
See PUNCHOUT page AB 
RSVP Point System Here to Stay 
By La'Trisha Gomer 
Contributing Writer 
For the second year in a row, stu-
dents will register for housing through 
the annual Room Selection and 
Verification Plan, otherwise known as the 
RSVP, a points-based system. Points are 
given to students for academic perform-
ance, community service, and campus 
involvement. Additional points are given 
to international students and students 
who are from places outside of the DC 
metropolitan area. Students with the 
most points are able to select their hous-
ing before those with fewer points. 
According to Charles Gibbs, Dean of 
Residence Life, the point system is a con-
venience for students. 
"We look forward to another smooth 
three-day process this year. With this sys-
tem, it only takes three seconds to select 
housing from the comfort of your home." 
Gibbs also stresses the importance of pay-
ing the $200 housing deposit. "Students 
should pay as soon as possible; as you 
know, there is a housing shortage and 
there will be a cutoff number for the 
ainount of students who can get housing." 
Robert Rountree, a senior engineer-
ing major, did not think that the point 
system was fair last year. "The point sys-
tem is not fair because son1e people have 
harder majors than other people and get 
fewer points for lower GPAs," Row1tree 
said. "Plus I live in Delaware so I would-
n't get as many points as someone from 
California, so the points don't work for 
me." 
Although some students did not like 
the point system 1ast year, many feel that 
the RSVP point systen1 is fairer than past 
systems such as "the lottery", which ran-
domly selected students for housing. 
Darby Brooks, a sophomore radio-televi-
sion-film major, feels that the system 
See RSVPpage A9 
Egyptian 
Fraternity 
Works to Fly 
African Flag 
on the Yard 
By Khaila Edward 
Contributing Writer 
Since the red, b lack and 
green of the Universal African 
flag has been making guest 
appearances on almost every 
piece of apparel from t-shirts to 
wristbands, sneakers to caps, the 
Ancient and Noble Order of 
Shemsu-Heru, a Kemetic frater-
nity founded here at Howard, is 
one organization that hopes to 
make the flag's significance 
known. 
The fraternity has proposed 
that the Universal African flag be 
raised on the Yard along with the 
American and school flags. 
Adrian Taylor, the president of 
the organization, remarked that 
recognition of the flag is more 
grounded in historical tribute 
than in contemporary purpose. 
The initiative has been met 
with some skepticism, like that of 
sophomore political science 
major Darnell Oliver. Oliver says, 
"I think the flag idea is a very 
Afro-centric ideal. It says to me 
'Let's try to unite with Africa,' and 
frankly I have no knowledge of 
Afri tt ca. 
To this criticism, the 
Shemsu-Heru website says that 
by making this proposal they are 
"not trying to adhere to some 
Afro-centric ideal, but rather set-
ting the stage for universal soli-
darity while celebrating [the 
African] heritage." 
Taylor acknowledges and 
even empathizes with those who 
see the flag initiative as "too radi-
cal," but maintains that there is 
nothing radical about wanting 
freedom and equality, ideals the 
Universal African flag embodies. 
He quoted Marcus Garvey, who 
said, "A people without knowl-
edge of its past is like a tree with-
out roots." 
Last December, the fraterni-
ty held a well-attended speak-out 
on campus, which sought to gain 
support from the campus popu-
lation to further the cause. Their 
plans for this year were made on 
Sunday when Howard University 
leadership and Shemsu-Heru 
met to discuss the direction in 
which they would like to take the 
flag initiative. They have decided, 
for the moment, to have the flag 
and its historical conte.xt com-
memorated and acknowledged 
somewhere on campus as 
opposed to it being raised. 
Said Taylor, "We said from 
the outset, if we cannot raise the 
flag up, we at least want to have 
the flag and its historical context 
memorialized and acknowledged 
somewhere on campus. Some 
See FLAG page AB 
Do you feel that·President Swygert is available to the student body? 
Ebony Reid 
Freshman 
Psychology 
"Yes because on the website there is a 
link available to e-mail him. (However, I 
have never atte1npted to contact hitn.)" 
voter,\ AND VIEWS DY t·ALVII\ SF.\ION 
A2 
Jamon A. Jefferson 
Freshman 
Political Science 
"I do not feel that he is available to the stu-
dent body because I have never seen hin1 in 
person. I can remember my roomate sched-
uled a 1neeting with hin1 and the number of 
times he has rescheduled it." 
Joi Harqis 
Freshman 
lnt'l Business 
"Yes, I believe he is available to the student 
body. His online services can be utilized 24 
hours a day to eve1y student. If there are any 
concerns that need to be addressed, I believe 
that contacting our President would be of ease." 
The Hilltop 
Sean Bogle 
Senior 
Broadcast Journalism 
"No, but is it necessary for him to be? I think there 
is a difference between 'being available' and \vork-
ing fur' the student body. If he made hintself avail-
able, he would be presented with an onslaught of 
concerns that he could never fully satisfy. Not 
available does not necessarily mean not working." 
January 23, 2004 
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Brown vs. Board of Education Africare Recieves $21,000 
BROWN from A 1 
Plessy vs. Ferguson on the 
Black com1nunity. "It was a 
wonderful time to have been 
there," Hill said. "Plessy made 
us not even second- or third-
class citizens, but sometimes it 
pushed us to fourth-class citi-
zens." 
This position caused Hill to 
question what part he could 
play to help improve the state 
of blacks in America at the 
time. He recalled what Charles 
Hamilton Houston told him 
about the civic responsibility 
lawyers. "Any lawyer who is 
not a social engineer is a para-
site to society," Hill said. 
While Dugas attended the 
School of Law, he was exposed 
to a number oflawyers and stu-
dents who sought to defeat seg-
regation throughout the coun-
try. According to Dugas, peo-
ple would go to the "sub-base-
ment" of Founders' Library, 
where the Law School was 
housed, to practice dry runs of 
their cases. 
Carter, who delivered the 
oral argument in the Brown 
case, believed that being able 
take part in one of the most 
important events in American 
history gave him the opportu-
nity to show America the deep 
impact of racism on blacks. "It 
was an honor and a privilege to 
achieve Houston's objectives to 
secure entry of Blacks into all 
graduate schools and colleges," 
he said. 
Citing the "doll" test, in 
which young black children 
identified positive characteris-
tics with white dolls and nega-
tive characteristics with white, 
Carter offered the courts a view 
PIIO'TU COURffSY or •-·\\VI IOIVARD EDU 
Julian Dugas was one of the lawyers who argued the Brown 
v. Board of Education case in 1954 which led to the deseg-
regation of public schools. 
of the development of blaci< 
minds within a racist society. 
He encouraged the next gener-
ation of leader to take a stance 
in their communities. "Do not 
just do your best, but do some-
thing that is worth it. It will 
make the community better 
than when we found it and after 
we leave and pass on," he said. 
Pollak viewed the opportu-
nity to work with legal giants 
such as Thurgood Marshall and 
Charles Hamilton Houston as a 
way to reveal to rest of America 
the effects of segregation. "I 
jun1ped at the chance to work 
with great figures and show 
that racial segregation in 
schools is damaging to black 
children," he said. 
Students, such as third-
year law student Alina Hadi, 
understand the importance of 
those who fought for integra-
tion. " It is important to know 
what they went through to 
reach desegregation," she said. 
"It is amazing to be in the pres-
ence of these people, and we 
should all be thankful [fer 
them." 
Third-year law student 
Melinda Scott agrees. "It is 
inspiring to see who put the 
building blocks in place and 
allowed us to be here today," 
she explained. "We would not 
be able to entertain the dream 
to work in big firms, in interna-
tional law and have stature in 
the government, and we cer-
tainly would not have diversity 
in our class." 
Nytaino Romulus, a first-
year law student, stresses the 
importance of continuing their 
legacy. "They are a source of 
inspiration because they cham-
pioned the movement. Instead 
of being complacent with the 
issues today, drastic revolu-
tionary change can still be 
achieved." 
AKAS fromA1 
give up one of their favorite food 
items such as candy or soda. The 
sorority's Hunger Fast took place 
Nov. 17-19. During those two 
days, students could make a 
donation at the Blackburn 
Center. Afterwards, the proceeds 
were collected at their annual 
Break Fast event. 
"You give up something you 
enjoy and relate to people who 
suffer from hunger [everyday]," 
Jayne Harper, vice-president of 
the Alpha chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, said. "I've been participat-
ing for the past three years and 
we hope to raise $25,000 next 
year," 
the senior psychology major 
added, "It's rewarding to know 
we can help our brothers and sis-
ters in Africa." 
Harper said that on the 
national level, $25,000 has also 
been raised. She said that while 
no local fraternities and sororities 
participated this year, Africare 
has called on her chapter to 
spread the word about the impor-
tance of raising awareness about 
the HIV/AIDS crisis and donat-
ing money to the cause. 
Rashida Rogers, former 
president of the Alpha chapter of 
the sorority, also feels strongly 
about the need for greater partic-
ipation from other fraternities 
and sororities. 
"We are challenging other 
sororities and fraternities, not 
only at Howard University, but 
undergraduate chapters through-
out the United States, to do the 
same," Rogers stated in the press 
release. "It is incun1bent upon us 
students, especially those of 
African descent, to not only edu-
cate ourselves about the plights of 
Africa, but to take action and be 
part of the solution." The sorority 
has raised more n1oney for 
Africare than any other sorority 
or fraternity, according to 
Africare's own reports. 
Africare, established in 1971, 
has raised over $450 million for 
35 countries Africa-wide over the 
course of its 33-year history. In 
addition to raising awareness 
about HIV/ AIDS, the organiza-
tion also sponsors many other 
prograrns that support communi-
ties and individual families. 
For more information about 
the HIV/ AIDS Service Corps or 
any other programs Africare 
sponsors, call 202-462-3614 or 
visit their website at 
www.africare.org. 
Brauns Move Disappoints Students 
BRAUN from A 1 
you would have stood for me," 
she said. However, Dean unex-
pectedly fell into third place 
behind Senator Jol1n Kerry (D-
Mass.) Senator John Edwards 
(D-NC). 
Although Braun appeared 
in televised, national debates 
along side her male counter-
parts, she never gained the 
same momentum as the other 
candidates. She remains the 
only African-American woman 
ever elected to the U.S. Senate. 
Students, such as sopho-
more psychology major 
Jennifer Law, question Braun's 
backing of Howard Dean, a 
candidate that many feel does 
not address issues that are 
important within the black 
community. 
"I think that it is a shame 
that she would put her support 
behind someone who does not 
have her [same] issues at 
heart," she said. '•Historically, 
Dean has not supported 
African-Americans. There are 
other candidates who are 
bringing up issues that are rele-
vant and pertinent to blacks." 
Senior biology major 
Lakedra Evans had hoped that 
Braun's candidacy would give 
America a new perspective on 
black women in high-level gov-
ernmental positions. "I was 
excited when I first found out 
she was running. I thought 
that we might have a chance to 
have an African-American 
woman as president, but there 
was a [large amount] of pes-
simism fron1 other people,'' she 
said. 
Evans hopes that Braun's 
withdrawal will not mark the 
last attempt for her to aim for 
the White House. "I am not 
sure if funding was one of her 
major issues or if she just felt 
that it would be better to wait. I 
hope that she runs again later," 
she remarked. 
Other students are disap-
pointed in Braun's decision to 
bow out as early as she did. "I 
do not agree with her decision 
to withdraw from the race," 
junior marketing major LaToya 
D. Johnson said. "Being from 
I1linois, I looked at her as a role 
model and a prominent 
African-American woman in 
the community. I thought that 
she would have been a great 
asset." 
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Brown vs. Board of Education Africare Recieves $21,000 
BROWN from A 1 
Plessy vs. Ferguson on the 
Black community. "It was a 
wonderful time to have been 
there," Hill said. "Plessy made 
us not even second- or third-
class citizens, but sometimes it 
pushed us to fourth-class citi-
zens." 
This position caused Hill to 
question what part he could 
play to help improve the state 
of blacks in America at the 
time. He recalled what Charles 
Hamilton Houston told him 
about the civic responsibility 
lawyers. "Any lawyer who is 
not a social engineer is a para-
site to society," Hill said. 
While Dugas attended the 
School of Law, he was exposed 
to a number oflawyers and stu-
dents who sought to defeat seg-
regation throughout the coun-
try. According to Dugas, peo-
ple would go to the "sub-base-
ment" of Founders' Library, 
where the Law School was 
housed, to practice dry runs of 
their cases. 
Carter, who delivered the 
oral argument in the Brown 
case, believed that being able 
take part in one of the most 
important events in A.Inerican 
history gave him the opportu-
nity to show America the deep 
impact of racism on blacks. "It 
was an honor and a privilege to 
achieve Houston's objectives to 
secure entry of Blacks into all 
graduate schools and colleges," 
he said. 
Citing the "doll" test, in 
which young black children 
identified positive characteris-
tics with white dolls and nega-
tive characteristics with white, 
Carter offered the courts a view 
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Julian Dugas was one of the lawyers who argued the Brown 
v. Board of Education case in 1954 which led to the deseg-
regation of public schools. 
of the development of blaci< 
minds within a racist society. 
He encouraged the next gener-
ation of leader to take a stance 
in their communities. "Do not 
just do your best, but do some-
thing that is worth it. It will 
make the community better 
than when we found it and after 
we leave and pass on," he said. 
Pollak viewed the opportu-
nity to work with legal giants 
such as Thurgood Marshall and 
Charles Hamilton Houston as a 
way to reveal to rest of America 
the effects of segregation. "I 
jumped at the chance to work 
with great figures and show 
that racial segregation in 
schools is damaging to black 
children," he said. 
Students, such as third-
year law student Alina Hadi, 
understand the importance of 
those who fought for integra-
tion. " It is important to know 
what they went through to 
reach desegregation," she said. 
"It is amazing to be in the pres-
ence of these people, and we 
should all be thankful [for 
them." 
Third-year law student 
Melinda Scott agrees. "It is 
inspiring to see who put the 
building blocks in place and 
allowed us to be here today," 
she ex'J)lained. "We would not 
be able to entertain the dream 
to work in big firms, in interna-
tional law and have stature in 
the govermnent, and we cer-
tainly would not have diversity 
in our class.·• 
Nytaino Ron1ulus, a first-
year law student, stresses the 
importance of continuing their 
legacy. "They are a source of 
inspiration because they cham-
pioned the 1novement. Instead 
of being complacent with the 
issues today, drastic revolu-
tionary change can still be 
achieved." 
AKAS fromA1 
give up one of their favorite food 
items such as candy or soda. The 
sorority's Hunger Fast took place 
Nov. 17-19. During those two 
days, students could make a 
donation at the Blackburn 
Center. Afterwards, the proceeds 
were coUected at their annual 
Break Fast event. 
''You give up something you 
enjoy and relate to people who 
suffer from hunger [everyday]," 
Jayne Harper, vice-president of 
the Alpha chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, said "I've been participat-
ing for the past three years and 
we hope to raise $25,000 next 
year," 
the senior psychology major 
added, "It's rewarding to know 
we can help our brothers and sis-
ters in Africa." 
Harper said that on the 
national level, $25,000 has also 
been raised. She said that while 
no local fraternities and sororities 
participated this year, Africare 
has called on her chapter to 
spread the word about the impor-
tance of raising awareness about 
the HIV/ AIDS crisis and donat-
ing money to the cause. 
Rashida Rogers, former 
president of the Alpha chapter of 
the sorority, also feels strongly 
about the need for greater partic-
ipation from other fraternities 
and sororities. 
"We are challenging other 
sororities and fraternities, not 
only at Howard University, but 
undergraduate chapters through-
out the United States, to do the 
V 
san1e," Rogers stated in the press 
release. "It is incumbent upon us 
students, especially those of 
African descent, to not only edu-
cate ourselves about the plights of 
Africa, but to take action and be 
part of the solution." The sorority 
has raised more money for 
Afiicare than any other sorority 
or fraternity, according to 
Africare's own reports. 
Africare, established in 1971, 
has raised over $450 1nillion for 
35 countries Africa-wide over the 
course of its 33-year history. In 
addition to raising awareness 
about HIV/ AIDS, the organiza-
tion also sponsors many other 
progranis that support communi-
ties and individual families. 
For more inforn1ation about 
the HIV/ AIDS Service Corps or 
any other programs Africare 
sponsors, call 202-462-3614 or 
visit their website at 
www.africare.org. 
Brauns Move Disappoints Students 
BRAUN from A 1 
you would have stood for me," 
she said. However, Dean unex-
pectedly fell into third place 
behind Senator John Kerry (D-
Mass.) Senator John Edwards 
(D-NC). 
Although Braun appeared 
in televised, national debates 
along side her male counter-
parts, she never gained the 
same momentum as the other 
candidates. She remains the 
only African-American woman 
ever elected to the U.S. Senate. 
Students, such as sopho-
more psychology major 
Jennifer Law, question Braun's 
backing of Howard Dean, a 
candidate that many feel does 
not address issues that are 
important within the black 
community. 
"I think that it is a shame 
that she would put her support 
behind someone who does not 
have her [same] issues at 
heart," she said. "Historically, 
Dean has not supported 
African-Americans. There are 
other candidates who are 
bringing up issues that are rele-
vant and pertinent to blacks." 
Senior biology major 
Lakedra Evans had hoped that 
Braun's candidacy would give 
America a new perspective on 
black women in high-level gov-
ernmental positions. "I was 
excited when I first found out 
she was running. I thought 
that we might have a chance to 
have an African-American 
woman as president, but there 
was a [large amount) of pes-
simism from other people," she 
said. 
Evans hopes that Braun's 
withdrawal will not mark the 
last attempt for her to aim for 
the White House. "I am not 
sure if funding was one of her 
major issues or if she just felt 
that it would be better to wait. I 
hope that she runs again later," 
she remarked. 
Other students are disap-
pointed in Braun's decision to 
bow out as early as she did. "I 
do not agree with her decision 
to withdraw from the race," 
junior marketing major LaToya 
D. Johnson said. "Being from 
Illinois, I looked at her as a role 
model and a prominent 
African-American woman in 
the community. I thought that 
she would have been a great 
asset." 
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(1/23- 1/29) 
Aries (3/21- 4/19) 
This month overall has 
found you trying to catch up on 
certain responsibilities you had 
since the end of last year. 
People born under the sign of 
Aries usually try to impose 
their views on others, though 
not always intentionally. You 
may end up pushing your lover 
further away. Aries is compati-
ble with Leo, Gemini and 
Sagittarius. 
Taurus(4/20-5/20) 
An ongoing situation with 
a roommate or friend is driving 
you crazy. You will feel the 
need to just get away this week. 
Gemini (5/21- 6/20) 
A steamy affair with your 
ex may leave you second-
guessing why you both broke 
up in the first place. However, 
you just cannot seem to get that 
other person off your mind. 
Single Geminis will not be sin-
gle for much longer. 
Cancer (6/21- 7/22) 
This year may have been 
off to a shaky start due to an 
argument with a family mem-
ber or significant other. 
However, the situation will be 
fixed. Finances will also pick up 
for you this week, giving you a 
sense of relief. 
Leo (7/23- 8/22) 
This week is a time to 
invest as you have certain 
secretive goals that you wish to 
fulfill. Do not guarantee favors 
that you will not be able to fol-
low through with. 
Virgo (8/23- 9/22) 
Acting out of character will 
cause you to feel especially 
good about yourself this week. 
Financial security will give you 
the luxury to splurge. 
Libra (9/23- 10/22) 
Stress is your middle name 
right now as you realize you 
have a lot to do in order to 
reach a goal you have been 
working toward. Friendships 
are especially on your mind 
right now. 
Scorpio (10/23-11/21) 
Loneliness will cause you 
to feel the blues in the middle 
of the week. A good friend will 
offer to take you out on a date 
but you will decline. You just 
are not interested right now. 
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21) 
Casual sex may take place 
this weekend but it is some-
thing that you did not plan. 
Even the conservative 
Sagittarians have their tenden-
cies. You may find yourself 
interacting a lot with Geminis 
and Scorpios this week. 
Capricorn (12/22- 1/19) 
Good things are coming 
your way this week Capricorns! 
In the past, you may have limit-
ed yourself, but this week you 
will be open to new things. 
Your personal goals may cause 
you to lose touch with fa1nily 
and friends for a few weeks. 
Aquarius (1/20- 2/18) 
Stimulating conversations 
and creative projects have you 
feeling good right about now. A 
new person whom you have 
just met will have you on cloud 
nine. 
Pisces (2/19- 3/20) 
Domestic issues plague 
your mind right about now. 
This week, your lines of com-
munication will be enhanced. 
-Compiled by Leesa Davis 
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Botox t
. A New Shot at Youth Treatmen • 
By Desiree' Smith 
Contributing Writer 
Flawless makeup, ilnpeccable 
hair and two-inch kitten heels 
are strewn about the room. 
There is an air of sophistica-
tion and professionalism on 
each person in the roon1 as 
cocktails are casually 
sipped during easy conver-
sation with associates. Six 
women and two men of 
different descents and cul-
tures all gathered for the 
same reason, to be apart of 
a Botox party and experi-
ence the substitute for the 
fountain of youth, in a syringe. 
The Botox injection (botu-
linum toxin) was originally devel-
exam room. He or she pays a fee and 
signs an informed consent agree1nent. 
The practitioner injects about one-
tenth of a teaspoon of toxin into 
specific problem areas. After the 
injection the person rejoins the 
party. The procedure is short 
and casual, yet costly. The 
entire Botox party concept 
revolves around the shared 
usage of a Botox vial for 
treatment of several 
patients. This approach 
encourages cost savings 
because the patient does 
not incur the full cost of an 
entire vial for a small part of 
their face. Depending on the .. 
practitioner, there can be a 
reduction in cost up to 50 per-
cent. 
oped to treat headaches and muscle 
spasms but is now used to smooth 
unwanted wrmkles on the forehead and 
around the eyes. The injection, which is 
composed of the lethal poison that causes 
botulism in high doses, essentially cuts 
off nerve impulses interfering with its 
ability to contract and form unwanted 
wrinkles for about three to six months. 
r11oro BY I O~L\{JII LIA\f 
Botox treatment is becoming a popu-
lar remedy for people who wish to 
slow their aging process. 
Shana Johnson, a specialist at 
Serenity Day Spa 41 in Washington DC, 
says, "the party charges $250 for one site 
and $200 for each additional site," a 
comparable difference from Dr. Hoppmg, 
a cosmetic surgeon in DC, who performs 
in the office and charges $400 for one site 
and $400 for any additional sites. 
Botox parties are designed to treat a 
group of people at one time in a relaxed 
but professional atn1osphere, such as 
spas, salons, and doctors' offices. 
Although the parties are lucrative to prac-
titioners and extremely convenient for 
patients, there has been a considerable 
amount of concern for malpractice and 
abused treatments. 
Deidre Walker, Esq. states "As a 
lawyer in D.C., I find it necessary to pre-
serve a youthful image expected by socie-
ty. Pricing is not paramount to my deci-
Ideally, one by one each person slips 
away for about 15 1ninutes to a private See BOTOX page A9 
What Women Need to Know about Yeast Infections 
By Lourdes Bowens 
Contributing Writer 
Researchers have report-
ed that more than 75 percent 
of all women will have a vagi-
nal yeast infection during 
their reproductive years, 
ahout half of them will have 
recurring infections due to 
the three M's: 
Misdiagnosis, misconcep-
tion, and mistreatment. 
monly said to smell like cot-
tage cheese, and painful uri-
nation and intercourse. 
Quite often, the women 
bring it on themselves 
through self-diagnoses. For 
example, a study published in 
the J\.1arch issue of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology found that 
over half of the women misdi-
agnose and treat then1selves 
unnecessarily with over-the-
counter remedies. It was also 
found that over 30 percent 
had totally different infec-
tions al together. 
"It's the curse of wo1nan-
hood," said Idi Ajene, an 
environmental science major 
at the University of the 
District of Colun1bia. "The 
burning, incessant itching 
and discharge are the worst." 
Other symptoms include 
unpleasant discharge, com-
"Because I had gotten it 
twice before, I felt like I could 
recognize the symptoms and 
buy an over-the-counter 
See INFECTIONS page A9 
Pl 101'0 RY r-ONTA (lll I 1AM 
Monistat is one of the many products that treat yeast Infec-
tions. 
Conch Salad 
(Serves 4) 
What is Conch? 
Conch, (pronounced konk ) are large marine snails and plant eaters 
that are eaten by people mostly in the Bahamas and Haiti. These 
Islands use conch as an important food source and uses conchs in 
soups and conch fritters. 
1 green bell pepper 
4 limes (fresh) 
1 onion 
1 tomato 
Instructions: 
Ingredients: 
I conch (cooked diced lob-
ster can be used instead) 
I crushed pepper, sa It 
water 
J. Wash conch thoroughly in bowl. Then, dice half of the bell pepper, 
onion, tomato, conch and crush pepper and place them all in the bowl. 
2. Cut 4 lime and squeeze them over the ingredients in the bowl, put 
some accent along with a pinch of salt. 
3. Add? of water to the salad and place it into the refrigerator for 30 
minutes. 
Served best when chilled 
-Compiled by Tamika Smith 
The Hilltop 
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SILENCE 
Silence 
What is it? 
The absence of 
sound? 
Quiet? 
I have never heard 
it 
Can anyone hear 
it? 
I sit quietly with 
myself 
I close my eyes 
And 1 just relax. 
I lay back 
Spread n1y arms 
apart 
Breathe in deeply 
And exhale slowly. 
Then I just wait, 
I listen for it 
Instead 1 hear birds 
chirping 
I hear the wind 
making a tune 
While rustling the 
leaves of the trees. 
I hear a puppy bark 
1 bre2the deeply, 
Starting over again 
I then hear my 
heart pounding 
I hear 111yself 
breathing 
I hear blood racing 
through my veins 
I hear hearty 
laughter and love 
After a long time 
Listening for 
silence 
I never did hear it 
My obvious ques-
tion is 
Why didn t I? 
My answer, 
Because it does 
not exist! 
True Silence is not 
The absence of 
sound 
But instead the 
presence 
Of only the sounds 
we love to hear 
By Vernelle A. 
Noel 
Health Briefs: 
What's Going 
On In The 
Health World 
By Erica Williams 
Asst. Mind, Body & Soul 
Editor 
Hebrew University 
Develops Ne,v Dressings 
for Wounds 
A dressing made of 
genetically engineered 
human collagen that will 
enable faster and improved 
healing of injuries has been 
developed by researchers at 
the Hebrew Un iversity 
Faculty of Dental Medicine. 
This dressing incorporates an 
inner layer of genetically 
engineered, hu1nan recombi-
nant collagen. Collagen is the 
most abundant protein in the 
animal kingdom, including 
humans. 
According to Healthday, 
this new dressing is the 
result of many years of exper-
imentation with collagen. 
Researchers hope that this 
new method will be adopted 
with few or no problems. 
SA.RS Vaccine Tests 
Approved 
The Beijing government 
has given Chinese doctors 
permission to begin testing a 
new vaccine for SARS on 
people, the Chinese news 
agency Xinhua reports. 
The vaccine, created from 
dead samples of the SARS 
virus, has been found safe 
and effective in experiments 
on animals, including the 
rhesus monkey. State media 
announced that 30 people 
have already volunteered as 
test subjects, but offered no 
details. 
The vaccine has been 
under development since 
April, Xinhua says. The gov-
ernment is cautioning that 
this is only an initial human 
trial and that even if the inoc-
ulation were found safe and 
effective in people, there cur-
rently is no way to mass pro-
duce it. 
What's the Problem 
with the Atkins Diet? 
Consumers are realizing 
that the Atkins diet may in 
fact be too good to be true. 
Promoters of this diet appear 
to be backtracking on their 
advice that people can lose 
weight while eating as much 
meat and saturated fat as 
they want. 
The New York Times 
reports that a top official at 
Atkins Nutritionists, (the 
company established by the 
late Dr. Robert C. Atkins) to 
promote his weight-loss 
products, is now recom-
mending at seminars that 
dieters get only 20 percent of 
their calories from saturated 
fat. For years, scientists have 
criticized the Atkins diet, 
saying it's a low-carbohy-
drate, high-fat diet, puts 
dieters on the road to heart 
disease and other health 
woes. 
USDA Rounding Up 
Co,vs From Infected 
Herd 
The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) says it 
has found 19 of the 81 head of 
cattle in a Canadian herd that 
included one affected with 
the first case of n1ad cow dis-
ease in the United States. 
The USDA is trying to 
find all the cattle in that 
herd, which entered the U.S. 
in 2001. 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
See BRIEFS page A9 
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So you want to 
live like a 
Republican. 
Vote Democrat. 
By Sean T. Parker 
Asst. Nation & World Editor 
President George W. Bush makes 
1ne sick. 
I'm tired of his lies and failed poli-
cies. I know that there are a lot of peo-
ple in the 2000 election who said if 
George Bush wins the presidency, they 
will leave the United States. 
As I sat and struggled to watch the 
2004 State of the Union Address, the 
only thing that sustained my attention 
was counting the lies and poor 
attempts at hoodwinking America in 
thinking that the Bush White House is 
progressive and positive for the coun-
try's future. 
President Bush said, "From the 
beginning, America has sought inter-
national support for operations in Iraq, 
and we have gained much support." 
President Bush and Defense 
Secretary Donald Ru1nsfeld pursued a 
go-it-alone foreign policy that has left 
the United States isolated abroad. 
American taxpayers are bearing almost 
all of the $120 billion cost of the Iraqi 
operations and American troops are 
enduring almost all the casualties. 
"By keeping costs under control, 
expanding access and helping more 
Americans afford coverage, we will 
preserve the system of private medi-
cine that makes America's health care 
the best in the world ... [AndJ we must 
eliminate frivolous lawsuits," Bush said 
on Tuesday. 
The truth is 3.8 million people lost 
health insurance in the past three 
years. A $1,000 tax credit for individ-
ual coverage covers only 1.9 million of 
44 million uninsured and would under-
mine employer-based insurance. 
Lastly, President Bush said, "The 
No Child Left Behind Act is opening 
the door of opportunity to all of 
America's children ... We are providing 
more funding for our schools - a 36 
percent increase since 2001." 
The Republicans have under-fund-
ed No Child Left Behind Act by almost 
$17 billion since the bill was passed, 
leaving millions of children without 
promised help with reading and math. 
They have also frozen funding for Pell 
Grants and Perkins Loans. 
I'm sure many of you who are read-
ing my column and have read my 
columns in the past are thinking to 
yourself, "So what?" 
The 'so what' is your future, ladies 
and gentlemen. If President Bush con-
tinues to spend as frivolously as he 
has, we won't be able to pay our sol-
diers to fight in the next war. 
Lack of healthcare, worsening rela-
tionships with our allies and a poor 
education system are definitely ways to 
end the prosperity that Americans have 
enjoyed in decades. 
To parallel the past two Pr3sidents 
of the United States and the work that 
they did: George W. Bush has created 
1,000 jobs in the 3rd quarter, during 
Bill Clinton's administration, 1,000 
new jobs were created every hour. You 
be the judge. 
If you want to live like a 
Republican, vote Democrat. 
Sean T. Parker is a junior political 
science major J,-om Cincinatti, Ohio. 
Send him your comments online at 
sean@rcapa.com. 
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Candidates Gear Up For Election 
Bush delivers State of The 
Union, attempts to quell doubts 
Dem upset in Iowa leaves 
questions for New Hampshire 
By Shani 0. Hilton 
Nation & World Editor 
President George W. Bush 
called on old-fashioned values in 
an effort to bring the American 
people back to his side. 
In his State of the Union 
speech on Tuesday, the president 
touched on terrorism, school sex 
education, and same-sex mar-
riages - and took a conservative 
stand on each. 
Bush said, "The terrorists con-
tinue to plot against America and 
the civilized world. And by our will 
and courage, this danger will be 
defeated." 
Dean and Gephardt finished 
third and fourth, respectively, 
and Gephardt's loss led to his 
dropping out of the race. 
Dean, who was a national 
favorite prior to Iowa, lost steam 
at the caucuses, and is not 
expected to do well at the New 
Hampshire Primary. 
According to polls conduct-
ed on Wednesday and Thursday, 
Kerry is supported 31 percent to 
...Dean's 21 percent. 
Gen. Wesley Clark and John 
Edwards follow with 16 and 11 
percent, respectively, while 
Lieberman lags behind with four 
percent. 
He said there was a need for 
increased funding for the war on 
terrror, and laws to help Homeland 
Security to the best job possible. 
Bush called for a renewal of the 
Patriot Act, a law set to expire next 
year, which critics claim infringes 
upon an American's right to priva-
cy. 
f>IIO l'O COURTI:SY W!IITEHOUSL GOV 
President George W. Bush practices his Stale of the Union speech in the White House Family 
Auditor ium. with the help of a TelePrompter and advisors. 
Dean's spokesman Jay 
Carson insists things will be dif-
ferent for the governor in New 
Hampshire. 
nent. 
Ultimately, Bush boasted that 
the "state of our union is confident 
and strong." 
By Shani 0 . Hilton 
Nation & World Editor 
"Governor Dean is going to 
be traveling all across the state -
a state that knows him well, a 
state where it's going to be very 
difficult to redefine him and 
smear him in the way that the 
other candidates were able to, 
with some success, in Iowa." 
Bush also claimed that his 
recent decision to change immigra-
tion policies and allow illegals to 
work in the country would be a way 
to free up the border patrol - there-
by allov.ring law enforcement to 
protect the Alnerican people from 
"true threats to our national securi-
ty." 
The democratic candidates, as 
expected, took issue with much of 
what the president had to say in his 
speech. 
"I think this president thinks 
things look terrific from the White 
House balcony or from the suites of 
the big corporations or the CEOs 
that are benefiting from his policies 
-- those that got all that money 
from the drug bill ... all the HMOs, 
the insurance companies," Howard 
Dean said. 
Sen. John Kerry is on a roll. 
After winning the Iowa 
Caucuses 'vvi.th 38 percent of the 
vote, Kerry seemingly came out 
of nowhere to beat front-runner 
Howard Dean, John Edwards, 
and Dick Gephardt, the other 
three participants in the caucus. 
Dean plans to focus on his 
opposition to the war in Iraq -
which Kerry and Edwards both 
support. 
Another point, he added, "All 
of us - parents, schools, govern-
ment - must work together to 
counter the nega-
tive influence of the 
"I make you this pledge - I 
have only just begun to fight," 
Kerry cried to the audience. 
Originally viewed as a con-
test between Dean and Gephardt, 
Kerry's win surprised analysts. 
Clark, who will be making his 
first election appearance in New 
Hampshire, will be putting some 
ad hominem into his campaign. 
Both he and Kerry are veter-
ans, but Clark says 
Kerry's experience, 
culture and to send 
the right messages 
to our children." 
He is throwing 
$23 million at drug-
Election Update 
while honorable, 
doesn't match his 
own, "Well, he's got 
military back-
ground, but nobody 
in the race has got 
the kind of back-
ground I've got." 
testing in schools, 
and, in an effort to 
head off sexually 
transmitted dis-
IN IT TO WIN IT SLOW BUT S TEADY 
eases among young 
people, Bush wants 
to double the fund-
ing for the teaching 
of abstinence over 
safe sex. 
And after the 
recent court deci-
sion in 
Massachussetts to 
allow same-sex 
marriages, Bush 
intends to amend 
the Constitution to 
define n1arriage as a 
union between a 
n1an and a woman. 
Kerry Dean 
Edwards 
THE DEARLY DEPARTED 
Lieberman 
Clark 
Kucinich 
Sharpton 
The Iowa 
Caucuses, are dis-
cussions between 
delegates from the 
sb. tc over their pref-
erence in candi-
dates. Unlike pri-
maries, there is no 
state-level voting, 
and the preferences 
are not kept secret. 
These proce-
dures can give a 
campaign stea1n or 
leave it mired in a 
pool of political 
waste 
The president 
also mentioned the 
tax cuts he persuad-
ed Congress to 
implement. He said 
the tax cuts need to 
be made perma-
Gephardt Jl,,losely-Braun 
In the New 
Hampshire 
Primary, voters will 
be able to choose 
their favorite candi-
date from their 
party. 
And Coming Soon ... The New Hampshire Primary, Jan. 27 
Kenyan-American Vying For Illinois Senate 
enyans are 
known fo~ their 
ast running, 
0./ t but Barack Obama of 
A--·-r, Illinois has his sights !~ • set on a different r -I CQ sport. The 42 year-
old Kenyan-
W,;h )}lo >d ~.:: American hopes to 
land a seat in the 
U.S. Senate and if he can hold on to his 
constituents with consistent views, he just 
might be able to go the distance. 
Published author, state senator, law 
professor and Harvard graduate, Oban1a 
seems to have the necessary credentials to 
win this year. His positions in polls have 
been favorable and he has garnered support 
from an impressive list of politicians and 
special interest group leaders including for-
mer US Senator Bill Bradley and the Illinois 
Four.dation of Teachers. 
He started his political career in the 
early 9o's with a massive voter registration 
drive that captured a large number of 
minority voters. The outcome of which ulti-
mately contributed to Clinton's election 
success and Carol Mosley Braun's position 
as the first African-American woman to 
hold a US Senate seat. 
Among Obama's legislative triumphs is 
a racial profiling law requiring officers to 
record the race of stopped motorists, a co-
sponsorship on a bill to raise minimum 
wage and legislation that expanded family 
and child health care. 
However in the midst of all Obama's 
progress, some are saying he's changing his 
tune mid-race. In Illinois, African-
Americans make up about a quarter of the 
votes and some say consistency is some-
thing voters cant expect fron1 Obama. 
White conservatives have also jumped 
on the proverbial bandwagon of Obama 
critics, often finding petty and unfounded 
areas of contention with the state senator. 
The Hilltop 
As expected, Obama 'vvi.ll undoubtedly 
have to woo voters but his black con-
stituents can by no means be overlooked. 
Accused of selling out to the Democratic 
Leadership Council, several skeptics sug-
gested Oba1na traded in his beliefs for 
endorse1nents and campaign funds. Despite 
accusations, Obama is still carrying a large 
chunk of the African-American support. A 
dichotomy that 'vvi.ll prove to make specula-
tions about the election difficult at best. 
As of the latest polls, Obama two others 
tied for the lead. Obama will have to step 
out and distinguish himself from others in 
the race. Always progressive, but too often 
safe, Obama has found hin1self in a strange 
position. 
Given his record as Senator, Obama has 
proven himself as an asset to both black 
and white. Unity among African Ainerican 
voters in the state, if acco1nplished, \\fill 
certainly give Obama the edge needed to 
Will. 
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So you want to 
live like a 
Republican. 
Vote Democrat. 
By Sean T. Parker 
Asst. Nation & World Editor 
President George W. Bush n1akes 
me sick. 
I'm tired of his lies and failed poli-
cies. I know that there are a lot of peo-
ple in the 2000 election who said if 
George Bush wins the presidency, they 
will leave the United States. 
As I sat and struggled to watch the 
2004 State of the Union Address, the 
only thing that sustained 1ny attention 
was counting the lies and poor 
attempts at hoodwinking America in 
thinking that the Bush White House is 
progressive and positive for the coun-
try's future. 
President Bush said, "From the 
beginning, America has sought inter-
national support for operations in Iraq, 
and we have gained much support." 
President Bush and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld pursued a 
go-it-alone foreign policy that has left 
the United States isolated abroad. 
American taxpayers are bearing almost 
all of the $120 billion cost of the Iraqi 
operations and American troops are 
enduring almost all the casualties. 
"By keeping costs under control, 
expanding access and helping more 
Americans afford coverage, we will 
preserve the system of private medi-
cine that makes America's health care 
the best in the world ... [And] we must 
eliminate frivolous lawsuits," Bush said 
on Tuesday. 
The truth is 3.8 million people lost 
health insurance in the past three 
years. A $1,000 tax credit for individ-
ual coverage covers only 1.9 million of 
44 million uninsured and would under-
mine employer-based insurance. 
Lastly, President Bush said, "The 
No Child Left Behind Act is opening 
the door of opportunity to all of 
America's children ... We are providing 
more funding for our schools - a 36 
percent increase since 2001." 
The Republicans have under-fund-
ed No Child Left Behind Act by almost 
$17 billion since the bill was passed, 
leaving millions of children without 
promised help with reading and math. 
They have also frozen funding for Pell 
Grants and Perkins Loans. 
I'1n sure many of you who are read-
ing my column and have read my 
columns in the past are thinking to 
yourself, "So what?" 
The 'so what' is your future, ladies 
and gentlen1en. If President Bush con-
tinues to spend as frivolously as he 
has, we won't be able to pay our sol-
diers to fight in the next war. 
Lack of healthcare, worsening rela-
tionships with our allies and a poor 
education system are definitely ways to 
end the prosperity that Americans have 
enjoyed in decades. 
To parallel the past two Pr~sidents 
of the United States and the work that 
they did: George W. Bush has created 
1,000 jobs in the 3rd quarter, during 
Bill Clinton's administration, 1,000 
new jobs were created every hour. You 
be the judge. 
If you want to live like a 
Republican, vote Den1ocrat. 
Sean T. Parker is a junior political 
science major from Cincinatti, Ohio. 
Send him your comments online at 
sean@rcapa.com. 
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Candidates Gear Up For Election 
Bush delivers State of The 
Union, attempts to quell doubts 
Dem upset in Iowa leaves 
questions for New Hampshire 
By Shani 0. Hilton 
Nation & World Editor 
President George W. Bush 
called on old-fr,shioned values in 
an effort to bring the American 
people back to his side. 
In his State of the Union 
speech on Tuesday, the president 
touched on terrorism, school sex 
education, and same-sex mar-
riages - and took a conservative 
stand on each. 
Bush said, "The terrorists con-
tinue to plot against America and 
the civilized world. And by our will 
and courage, this danger will be 
defeated." 
Dean and Gephardt tinished 
third and fourth, respectively, 
and Gephardt's loss led to his 
dropping out of the race. 
Dean, who was a national 
favorite prior to Iowa, lost steam 
at the caucuses, and is not 
expected to do well at the New 
Hampshire Primary. 
According to polls conduct-
ed on Wednesday and Thursday, 
Kerry is supported 31 percent to 
Dean's 21 percent. 
V Gen. Wesley Clark and John 
Edwards follow with 16 and 11 
percent, respectively, while 
Lieberman lags behind with four 
percent. 
He said there was a need for 
increased funding for the war on 
terrror, and laws to help Homeland 
Security to the best job possible. 
Bush called for a renewal of the 
Patriot Act, a law set to expire next 
year, which critics claim infringes 
upon an Alnerican's right to priva-
cy. 
PHOTO COURTESY WIIITEHOIJSE GOV 
President George W. Bush practices his State of the Union speech in the White House Family 
Auditorium. with the help of a TelePrompter and advisors. 
Dean's spokesman Jay 
Carson insists things will be dif-
ferent for the governor in New 
Hampshire. 
nent. 
Ultimately, Bush boasted that 
the "state of our union is confident 
and strong." 
By Shani 0. Hilton 
Nation & World Editor 
"Governor Dean is going to 
be traveling all across the state -
a state that knows him well, a 
state where it's going to be very 
difficult to redefine him and 
smear him in the way that the 
other candidates were able to, 
with some success, in Iowa." 
Bush also claimed that his 
recent decision to change immigra-
tion policies and allow illegals to 
work in the country would be a way 
to free up the border patrol - there-
by allowing law enforcement to 
protect the Alnerican people from 
"true threats to our national securi-
ty." 
The democratic candidates, as 
expected, took issue with much of 
what the president had to say in his 
speech. 
"I think this president thinks 
things look terrific from the White 
House balcony or from the suites of 
the big corporations or the CEOs 
that are benefiting from his policies 
-- those that got all that money 
from the drug bill ... all the HMOs, 
the insurance companies," Howard 
Dean said. 
Sen. John Kerry is on a roll. 
After winning the Iowa 
Caucuses with 38 percent of the 
vote, Kerry seemingly ca1ne out 
of nowhere to beat front-runner 
Howard Dean, John Edwards, 
and Dick Gephardt, the other 
three participants in the caucus. 
Dean plans to focus on his 
opposition to the war in Iraq -
which Kerry and Edwards both 
support. 
Another point, he added, "All 
of us - parents, schools, govern-
ment - must work together to 
counter the nega-
tive influence of the 
"I make you this pledge - I 
have only just begun to fight," 
Kerry cried to the audience. 
Originally viewed as a con-
test between Dean and Gephardt, 
Kerry's win surprised analysts. 
Clark, who will be making his 
first election appearance in New 
Hampshire, will be putting some 
ad hominem into his campaign. 
Both he and Kerry are veter-
ans, but Clark says 
Kerry's experience, 
culture and to send 
the right messages 
to our children." 
He is throwing 
$23 million at drug-
Election Update while honorable, doesn't match his own, "Well, he's got military back-
ground, but nobody 
in the race has got 
the kind of back-
ground I've got." 
testing in schools, 
and, in an effort to 
head off sexually 
transmitted dis-
IN IT TO WIN IT SLOW BUT STEADY 
eases among young 
people, Bush wants 
to double the fund-
ing for the teaching 
of abstinence over 
safe sex. 
And after the 
recent court deci-
sion in 
Massachussetts to 
allow same-sex 
marriages, Bush 
intends to amend 
the Constitution to 
define marriage as a 
union between a 
man and a woman. 
Kerry Dean 
Edwards 
THE DEARLY DEPARTED 
Lieberman Kucinich 
Clark Sharpton 
The Iowa 
Caucuses, are dis-
cussions between 
delegates from the 
state over their pref-
erence 1n candi-
dates. Unlike pri-
maries, there is no 
state-level voting, 
and the preferences 
are not kept secret. 
These proce-
dures can give a 
campaign steam or 
leave it mired in a 
pool of political 
waste 
The president 
also mentioned the 
tax cuts he persuad-
ed Congress to 
implement. He said 
the tax cuts need to 
be made perma-
Gephardt r.tosely-Braun 
In the New 
Hampshire 
Primary, voters will 
be able to choose 
their favorite candi-
date fron1 their 
party. 
And Coming Soon ... The Neiv Hampshire Primary, Jan. 27 
Kenyan-American Vying For Illinois Senate 
Ee enyans are known fo~ their ast running, QI l but Barack Obama of 
Ar Illinois has his sights ~~ • set on a different rs IC.~ sport. The 42 year-
old Kenyan-
W,lh ~ 40 ' 0 A~,.:: Alnerican hopes to 
land a seat in the 
U.S. Senate and if he can hold on to his 
constituents with consistent views, he just 
might be able to go the distance. 
Published author, state senator, law 
professor and Harvard graduate, Obama 
seems to have the necessary credentials to 
win this year. His positions in polls have 
been favorable and he has garnered support 
from an impressive list of politicians and 
special interest group leaders including for-
mer US Senator Bill Bradley and the Illinois 
Four.dation of Teachers. 
He started his political career in the 
early 9o's with a massive voter registration 
drive that captured a large nu1nber of 
minority voters. The outcome of which ulti-
mately contributed to Clinton's election 
success and Carol Mosley Braun's position 
as the first African-Alnerican woman to 
hold a US Senate seat. 
Among Obama's legislative triu1nphs is 
a racial profiling law requiring officers to 
record the race of stopped motorists, a co-
sponsorship on a bill to raise rninimum 
wage and legislation that expanded family 
and child health care. 
However in the midst of all Obama's 
progress, some are saying he's changing his 
tune mid-race. In Illinois, African-
Americans make up about a quarter of the 
votes and some say consistency is some-
thing voters cant expect from Oba1na. 
White conservatives have also jumped 
on the proverbial bandwagon of Obama 
critics, often finding petty and unfounded 
areas of contention with the state senator. 
The Hilltop 
As expected, Obama will undoubtedly 
have to woo voters but his black con-
stituents can by no means be overlooked. 
Accused of selling out to the Democratic 
Leadership Council, several skeptics sug-
gested Obama traded in his beliefs for 
endorsements and can1paign funds. Despite 
accusations, Oba1na is still carrying a large 
chunk of the African-American support. A 
dichotomy that will prove to make specula-
tions about the election difficult at best. 
As of the latest polls, Oban1a two others 
tied for the lead. Obama will have to step 
out and distinguish himself from others in 
the race. Always progressive, but too often 
safe, Obama has found himself in a strange 
position. 
Given his record as Senator, Obama has 
proven hiinself as an asset to both black 
and white. Unity an1ong African American 
voters in the state, if accomplished, will 
certainly give Obama the edge needed to 
win. 
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Shiite Muslims Demonstrate for Iraqi Elections 
By Naeesa Aziz 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
• 
As the candidates gear up for the 2004 
Presidential Election here in the U.S., evi-
dence suggests that the Iraqis too may be 
casting ballots this year. However, despite 
U.S. Foreign Secretary Jack Straw's prom-
ise that the Bush Administration will keep 
its fingers out of Iraqi's candidate pool, the 
likelihood of free Iraqi elections is unlike-
ly. 
This week was marked with protests by 
Iraq's Shiite Muslims and negotiations 
between U.S. officials and U.N. Sec.retary-
General Kofi Annan. Thousands of Shiites 
gathered to protest the possible decision to 
select an interim ruling power in Iraq and 
to call for direct elections to a transitional 
government. Talks with Annan were in an 
effort to gain support for a U.S. plan of 
chosen interim leaders for the country. 
At present, there is still a plan for an 
interim authority to be chosen by local 
committees created by the U.S. 
"Our job is not to dic-
tate Iraq's future, but to 
support the consensus of 
Iraqi opinion," said 
Straw at the conference. 
As the US, the UN 
and the international 
community have seen, 
initiatives in Iraq don't 
always finish on time 
with established .sched-
ules. Although the plan 
sounds promising, there 
is doubt about whether 
everything can be accom-
plished by the proposed 
dates. In order to hold 
elections, officials must 
first register voters. The 
projected date for regis-
tration to be complete is 
June 30 and experts say 
that it will be nearly 
impossible to organize an 
entire election within 
just six months. "I feel that Iraqi elections are not only 
imminent, but must be carried out in a 
most expeditious manner. This country in 
a state of uncertainty and disarray and 
needs to return to its' sovereign state to 
have a firm hand on its' own affairs," soph-
omore pre-physical therapy major Jahdai 
Dawes said. "I think they will be effective if 
the U.S. is equally involved with the U.N., 
however it seems that control will be relin-
quished so soon because it is currently a 
political focal point." 
"If I was an Iraqi, I 
would not want an elec-
tion with the U.S. 
involved. I feel that they 
need to stand on their 
own and I also think 
there may be corruption 
PHOTO COURTrSY ASSOCIATID PRrs 
Shiite muslims protest in Iraq. They carry posters of various muslim leaders, including the Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistanl. The Sl1iites want lraq to 
hold elections, free of U.S. interference. 
However, at the World Economic 
Forum, Jack Straw attempted to quell con-
cerns by announcing the U.S. promise to 
hand over power in Iraq by July. He also 
assured that the administration would 
have no hand in attempting to strategically 
choose the new Iraqi government. 
if the U.S. is involved," 
said sophomore Keandra Pritchard 
Additional time will be needed if the 
Iraqi's intend to implement a complete 
party system, although Iraqi analysts con-
tend that separate political forces already 
exist. And it is these forces which spark 
another point of controversy. Currently, 
the most organized political groups in Iraq 
are those in harshest opposition to U.S. 
occupation. 
If open elections are held, the Shiite 
Islamists, Arab Nationalists and members 
of Saddam's former Baath Party are sure to 
be formidable contenders in the race. The 
groups have different beliefs but share the 
wish for a quick end to U.S. occupation. 
Minority groups such as the Kurds 
worry that the elections will increase the 
power and influence of the Shiites while 
pushing the Kurds further into obscurity. 
Another U.S. defense against the elec-
t ions this summer surrounds the issue of 
security. Although formal combat has long 
been over, hostile and violent attacks are 
still a regular occurrence. U.S. officials as 
well as Annan have described the election 
initiative as 'risky' in times like these. Just 
last Sunday, 20 Iraqi civilians were killed 
when a bomb exploded outside the U.N. 
headquarters. 
Teen Gets Ten Years In Prison For 
Consensual Sex With Classmate • 
~1 
By Brian Jackson 
Contributing Writer 
an 18-year-old high 
chool senior, Marcus 
ixon had everything 
going for him. He was an 
Allstate football player who 
was being recruited by all the 
major Division 1 schools in 
the South. He had a 3.96 GPA 
and a 1200 SAT score. And in 
the fall he was planning on 
attending Vanderbilt 
University because of its 
strong academic program. 
But in February of 2003 
Dixon was accused of rape. 
Dixon had sexual inter-
course with a classmate three 
months shy of her 16th birth-
day. She was a virgin, and, 
more importantly, say his 
supporters, she was white. 
The girl accused Dixon of rape 
two days after they had sex. 
According to actforjus-
tice.com, the case eventually 
went to trial and Dixon was 
acquitted of rape and three 
other counts of violent acts. 
It was later discovered she 
lied about being raped 
because she was scared of the 
repercussions from her racist 
father. 
In addition to the rape 
charges, the prosecutor 
charged Dixon with "aggra-
vated child molestation." 
Having "consensual sex" with 
a virgin violates a technical 
PHOTO COl;RTF.SY ACJTORJUSTICF.CO\1 
Marcus Dixon (bottom left) and his adoptive father and brother. Dixon 
was convicted of aggravated child molestation after having consensual sex 
with a 15-year-old white girl. 
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) 
reading of a particular 
Georgia statute. This statute, 
which wasn't intended for 
consensual sex between two 
teenagers, had never been 
applied under these circum-
stances until now. 
Dixon struggled through 
many challenges as he grew 
up. Born in Rome, Georgia he 
experienced the prejudices 
and injustices of the deep 
South. His biological mother 
is a drug addict who has been 
in and out of prison through-
out Marcus' life, and his father 
was never a part of his life. 
Despite a troubled child-
hood Marcus strived to do the 
best he could. At the age of 
ten, a local white family 
became his legal guardians. 
The jury of nine whites 
and three blacks concluded 
that Marcus did nothing 
wrong. They saw the incident 
as no more than two teenagers 
having consensual sex. He 
was brought up on six differ-
ent statutes according to 
Georgia law. Four of those 
statues included the use of 
force. Marcus was acquitted 
on all the charges of force. 
"The prosecutor, in what 
can only be perceived as an 
act of complete disregard for 
the law, facts and justice in 
general, included a charge of 
'aggravated child molesta-
tion.' Under Georgia law, if 
anyone ( age of the perpetrator 
is irrelevant - he could be 15) 
has sex with a minor (under 
16) that results in an "any 
injury," he is guilty of 'child 
molestation' according to act-
forjustice.com." 
The fact the girl was a vir-
gin is what resulted in the 
guilty charge against Dixon. 
She sustained the "injury" of 
losing her virginity by result 
of the sexual intercourse, so 
technically Dixon was guilty. 
In effect, the law says that 
every girl in the state Georgia 
who loses her virginity before 
the age of 16 can accuse her 
partner of aggravated child 
molestation. 
This is the case even if the 
male is the younger party. 
The law is so exact that if a 
teen gives another teen a hick-
ey (technically an injury 
under Georgia law) he or she 
is guilty of aggravated child 
molestation. 
This was the first time in 
Georgia history that a teenag-
er has been imprisoned for 
having consensual sex with 
someone who was within 
three years of them. 
The jury found Marcus 
guilty on this technicality, but 
according to analysts, they 
only expected Dixon to get a 
slap on the wrist. 
The judge disagreed. He 
sentenced Marcus to 10 years 
in prison without the chance 
of parole. 
Throughout out the entire 
ordeal Dixon's parents have 
stuck by his side. When asked 
how he felt about his parents, 
Dixon responded by saying 
"You know I don't think love 
can be repaid. But it's just 
loving them back and getting 
out and trying to make myself 
a better person. And then 
hopefully help somebody 
else." 
Marcus Dixon's attorneys 
have filed a brief with the 
Georgia Supreme Court. They 
hope to overturn his ten year 
sentence. They expect the 
case to be heard sometime 
this month, with a deci!;ion 
likely months later 
The Hilltop 
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~mbly Revamps '04 Elections 
ELECTIONS from A 1 
eral elections voter. It provides 
each person with an equal chance 
and opportunity, and it can't get 
anymore fair than that," vice-
president of the graduate School 
of Business, Noel Grant said. 
"Also with students having to pro-
vide personal information to 
access the ballot, the system is 
extremely secure." 
The biggest change proposed 
by the GAEC was to implement a 
point system for candidates for 
dealing with violations of election 
regulations. The system replaces 
the previous practice of monetary 
fines for infractions, and will 
instead give candidates specific 
points at the beginning of the 
campaign and for each violation 
performed, so many points will be 
taken, and in order to be included 
on the ballot on voting day, candi-
dates will have to have at least five 
of their points remaining. 
Monetary fines will still be 
used only for those infractions 
that the candidate can not direct-
ly control, like poster regulations. 
" I think the point system is really 
important. With the fines, candi-
dates could easily do what they 
wanted and just pay their way 
into office," junior graphic design 
major Jamaul Wells said. 'The 
point set up is good and it makes 
those running maintain a certain 
level of responsibility, if they are 
to be on the ballot." 
Also discussed at the meeting 
was the University's upcoming 
participation in the HBCU Think 
Tank weekend to be held at North 
Carolina Central University in 
February. Fifty Howard students 
will be able to participate for free 
and a drawing will be held for all 
interested students. 
Of great debate was the pro-
posed resolution to discontinue 
the practice of the HUSA 
President serving as the chair for 
General Assembly. All agreed 
with this change, but differed 
opinion on where the President 
and Assembly would then have 
checks and balance over each 
other's power. 
"This meeting was very pro-
ductive, frankly because a lot of 
discussion took place before the 
meeting. We came prepared and 
had already ironed out a lot of the 
issues," vice-president of the 
College of Arts and Sciences stu-
d~nt council Freda Henry said. To 
students considering running for 
office Henry said, "Student gov-
ernment is moving to a whole 
new level and you need to pre-
pared to be dedicated If your 
motivations are anything other 
than to serve the student body, 
than I would advise anyone to 
rethink running." 
Students can began picking 
up applications for elected offices 
on Monday. 
Swygert Presents New Plans 
TOWNHALL from A 1 
of-the-art, interdisciplinary sci-
ence and technology center and a 
new freshman male dormitory. 
With the new projects, students 
and faculty could possibly have to 
make temporary adjustments to 
accommodate the displacement 
of students and parking. 
The science center would 
stretch three city blocks, overtak-
ing the parking lot located across 
from the Howard bookstore. Also 
in the planning stages is a new 
structure that would contain 
apartments, as well as parking 
spaces. 
With the current condition of 
Drew Hall, the freshman male 
dormitory, the University is con-
sidering closing the dorm and 
completely renovating it. That 
would mean that incoming fresh-
man males could be dispersed to 
different dormitories, including 
the Towers. 
Another inquiry pertained to 
the University's plans to n1ove 
beyond its ranking as a tier 2 
institution. 
"When I arrived in 1995, we 
were in the middle of tier 3. Since 
1998, we have moved up 37 
places, which is almost unheard 
of with these rankings," President 
Swygert said. 
The rankings, which are pub-
lished by U.S. News and World 
Report, monitor the quality of the 
nation's schools bases on endow-
ment, SAT scores, graduation 
rates, and "reputational evi-
dence." According to President 
Swygert, the last criterion is the 
most difficult to overcome 
because it is determined by the 
University's peer institutions. 
"Our reputation has risen 
over time because of the students 
and faculty, but it takes a while to 
move up," he said. Currently, 
Howard is the only historically 
black college or university to 
achieve Tier II status. 
Students also questioned the 
University's policy regarding win-
ter break, which is shorter than 
many of the other universities in 
the area. President Swygert said 
tlle idea of extending winter 
break was not impossible. 
Even though this forum gave 
students the opportunity to voice 
their concerns and opinions 
about decisions that directly 
impact them, the auditorium 
remained less than full. 
"Unfortunately, I was not 
able to attend the town hall meet-
ing this week due to a scheduling 
conflict, but I was interested on 
what the President had to say 
about some of the new initiatives 
concerning the university," junior 
marketing major Kamari 
Simpson said. 
Sophomore marketing major 
Christina Weaver does not 
believe that attending the meet-
ing would have helped to correct 
problems. "I do not have many 
grievances with the University, 
and the ones I do have were 
addressed already. They do not 
do anything about it, so what's 
the purpose?" she said. 
Students, such as junior 
finance major Sara Wright, who 
did attend, appreciate tlle effort 
put forth by Merrick and 
President Swygert to inform stu-
dents about changes and new 
efforts. 
"It was a very good idea but 
many students failed to take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
address common concerns," 
Wright said. 
Disabled Students Seek Easier Life 
DISABLED from A 1 
students with documented dis-
abilities. However, due to under 
staffing, they are often unable to 
meet the students' needs. 
"Witll three full time employ-
ees we are still doing the best we 
can, while trying to make personal 
acco1nmodations for over 300 
students. We work with great dili-
gence for tllese students," 
Terrance Samuels, Assistant Dean 
for Special Student Services, said. 
Tiffany Green, a senior 
human development major, has a 
different perspective. 
Green, who was born blind, 
says books have been one of her 
biggest problems because it is 
time-consuming for Special 
Student Services to transpose 
them into Braille. 
"I do my part by trying to 
contact my professors early, and 
get the books to Student Services 
to be turned into Braille," she said. 
"I still get them late and it heavily 
impacts my academic perform-
ance. My experiences have really 
taught me to be more self-suffi-
cient. Now I don't expect student 
services to really help. I struggle, 
but at least I know it will get done, 
if I do it myself." 
Green is now battling with an 
incomplete grade that is in danger 
of becoming an 'F fo,· her statistics 
class, after not being provided 
with a note taker, which the 
University supplements. 
The Americans witll 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) has 
made its way into the syllabi of 
most classes of the University, 
explaining that students with dis-
abilities should speak with their 
professors and provide documen-
tation of disability, in return for 
certain accon1modations to gain 
equal access. 
African-American studies 
professor Lavonne Jackson 
admires disabled students for 
overcoming their challenges. 
"Students in this category 
tend to be more adaptable and 
perlorm on a high scale," Jackson 
said. "Once I am informed, I 
haven't had any problems. I have 
two students with disabilities in 
this class." 
Vanterpool received her 
accommodation letter and gave it 
to Jackson earlier this week, for a 
semester that began more than 
two weeks ago. 
"I am just trying to be treated 
as a normal person, but I do not 
have a level playing field," 
Vanterpool said. "If Howard knew 
they couldn't accommodate me 
then they shouldn't have accepted 
me. If I have to fight until the day 
I graduate, I will." 
Students like Sarall Freeman, 
a sophomore political science 
major, know ofVanterpool's daily 
struggles. 
"Only specific shuttles can 
take Ayo and half of the drivers 
don't know how to work the 
wheelchair lift. Her teachers are 
not always understanding either," 
Freeman said. "It makes me upset 
to see us well-bodied people take 
so much for granted." 
Richard Kane, president and 
CEO of International Limousine 
services, the contracted shuttle 
provider for Howard University 
said his company does what it can 
to provide adequate services for 
disabled students. 
"All of our drivers are 
required to attend ADA training, 
which is given directly from the 
state of Maryland. The challenge is 
you can train people on how to 
accommodate those with disabili-
ties, but then you have to make 
sure equipment is also main-
tained," Kane said. "We have 
monthly meetings with our staff 
and the key thing is that if any 
ongoing problems arise, they can 
be addressed and n1uted." 
Students with disabilities are 
not to be treated special, but are by 
law required to have equal access. 
Said Green, "I am trying to set a 
standard by setting an example 
that students with disabilities can 
excel. There definitely needs to be 
more awareness. Many miscon-
ceptions are held by both students 
and staff. The real test is action on 
what is done." 
Green and Vanterpool say 
they are not alone in their struggle 
and know they are just a few of the 
many students on campus with 
disabilities who do not receive 
adequate services. Neither woman 
regrets attending Howard, but say 
they want what tl1ey deserve -- a 
level playing field. 
• 
Professors Juggle Two Jobs 
WORK fromA2 
though I like doing consulting 
work, the risk tolerance for full 
time is not available," Ford 
said in reference to benefits 
and other perks that come 
with teaching. Professors run-
ning independent organiza-
tions have to think about the 
consequences of not having 
insurance benefits, stock 
options, 401K plans and other 
necessities they need in order 
to live. As a result, teaching 
may not offer a big paycheck, 
but it guarantees stability. 
Though having two 
responsibilities may seem 
overwhelming, the professors 
beg to differ. Many find them-
selves dedicating most of their 
time to teaching at Howard 
and make office hours strictly 
for their students. 
Ford says, "I can balance 
time and I don't take Howard 
time for consulting time. My 
office hours are strictly for 
Howard." Other professors 
feel this way as well. Roberts 
says, "I only spend my week-
ends at VOA. The rest of my 
time is to Howard." 
Some professors work not 
only off campus but out of the 
District as well. Richlyn 
Goddard, a professor in the 
Department of History, com-
mutes from Howard to 
Atlantic City, NJ on a regular 
basis. "I am contributing to 
the public's understanding of 
Atlantic City, and I do various 
researches on the history to 
show that it is more than a 
gambling city," says Goddard 
referring to her outside proj.,-
ect. As a historian, Goddard 
has researched her hometown 
of Atlantic City and has done 
other outside projects. 
Goddard said she is motivated 
by her "persistence, persever-
ance, and progress to see how 
things have evolved in histo-
ry." 
The dual responsibilities 
also give professors experi-
ences to share with their stu-
dents. Professors' outside 
work is mainly tied to the 
classroom material that they 
teach. Roberts says, "I like 
both teaching and VOA. My 
other job is relevant to what I 
teach and I am growing as a 
professor and a professional. I 
talk about the newscast and 
news features and bring it 
back to class in my lectures." 
Ford, in agreement, said, 
"There are some consulting 
projects that I don't get paid 
for, but it helps for the experi-
ence in my teaching so that my 
students can know what to do 
for those experiences as well." 
New and Improved Punch-Out 
PUNCHOUT from A2 
enced first hand the effects of 
the rise in business. 
"It definitely has gotten 
busier," Rushing said. "[The 
new menu] offers the students 
more of a variety. It offers 
them more of a choice." 
The growth in business, 
coupled with the many items 
that are now made to order, has 
increased the wait times for 
customers. During peak times, 
the lines sometimes stretch to 
the entrance. 
"We are still working on 
the wait times," Hall said. "My 
personal goals are to provide 
the best food possible to stu-
dents, as quick as possible." 
Prices have remained rela-
tively stable despite the new 
menu. Although some prices 
have increased slightly, many 
have actually dropped. Fish 
sandwiches, chicken sandwich-
es and cheeseburger combos 
now cost more than 25 cents 
less than they did previously. 
Despite the decline in the 
prices, many students are still 
not satisfied with the current 
prices. 
"The prices are about the 
same," said sophomore English 
major Tiffani Jones. "They're 
expensive." Although some are 
still dissatisfied, many students 
continue to enjoy going to the 
new and improved Punch-Out 
as a place to eat and socialize. 
African Flag May Fly on the Yard 
FLAG fromA2 
pushed for that more than a flag 
. . " ra1Smg. 
Junior finance major Rachel 
Wilkinson thinks this would be 
more beneficial to the Howard 
community than just having the 
flag flown. 
"A flag is just a flag, and at the 
end of the day for most people it 
doesn't get you to think," 
WIikinson said. "But if it were a 
plaque it would definitely get its 
n1essage across more." The 
organization has the backing of 
the Howard University Student 
Association on this issue. HUSA 
president Daniel Blakemore com-
mented that he sees "no reason 
why the flag should not be flown 
on the campus of an HBCU." 
The Shemsu-Heru fraternity 
believes that the Universal 
African flag and its historical 
implications are too important a 
part of history to be forgotten, 
especially on the campus of a his-
torically black college. The organ-
ization hopes to challenge their 
generation to define its own pur-
Did you know .. , 
Marcus Garvey was a Jamaican-born black 
activist of th~ lQ20s who emphasized the unily 
of all Africans along wtth that of all people of 
African desc nt i(l the worldwide diaspora. 
The r.-d, black, and green flag was 
unveiled lo the world b~ the 
Garvey and lhe members of lhe 
Universal Negro lmprov.:-ment 
Associalion and African Communl. 
lies League, al ils firsl inlcrnahona 
convenhon on Augusl 13, 1920. 
The red in the flag slands for the 
'color of the blood which men must 
shed for lheir redemption and 
liberly,' black for 'the color o[lhe 
noble and distinguished race to 
which we belong,' and green for 
'lhe luxuriant vegetalion of our 
Molherland. • 
pose and symbols and live by 
them. The fraternity is making a 
call to Howard students who wish 
to contribute to this initiative to 
submit drafts or proposals for the 
1U l:ST1\.\no:-: llY Sil \l'I O 1111.ro, 
plaque to info@shemsu-
heru.com. More information can 
be obtained from the fraternity's 
website at www.shemsu-
heru.com. 
A Day in the Life of 5 HU Students 
LIFE fromA2 
ent businesses owned and oper-
ated by black people for black 
people. Their ideas range from 
restaurants, to nightclubs, to 
owning BET. 
"How is BET going to be 
owned by white people?" 
Johnson says in disbelief. "That 
just goes to show that we as a 
people don't own anything." 
The group is currently working 
on a couple of business ventures 
tlley plan on using to propel 
tllem one step closer to becom-
ing successful black business 
owners. They currently sell 
brand name winter jackets like 
North Face and a wide variety of 
authentic jerseys for prices that 
college students can afford. 
Jackets come in all colors and 
sizes and there is a wide variety 
of jerseys, ranging from 
Michael Jordan Chicago Bulls 
basketball jerseys to throwback 
Barry Sanders Detroit Lions 
football jerseys. '"With any busi-
ness you need money to make it 
work," Brown said. "We are just 
looking for ways to get some 
money together so we can work 
towards doing bigger and better 
things. Right now we are not 
financially in a position where 
we can help many people out." 
They also host house par-
ties on 6th and U St. every two 
weeks as a way to generate 
money for their business ven-
tures. One of their house parties 
drew the attention of the owner 
of Heaven and palladium night-
clubs "He was just driving by 
and saw all the people inside 
and came in to find out who was 
throwing the party. We told him 
that we did not use flyers, it was 
all just word of mouth," Jenkins 
said. The owner quickly gave 
the group a short contract to see 
if they could bring some of their 
magic to Heaven. 
If all goes well with promo-
tions in the near future the 
group can look forward to 
becoming full time employees 
ofbotll night clubs. "We have to 
start somewhere," Jenkins said. 
"I believe I am surrounded by 
individuals who are just as 
determined as I am to be suc-
cessful, not only for ourselves, 
but for the black community." 
"Our ultimate goal is to be 
in a position where we can help 
out as many black people as 
possible," Morgan said. "A lot of 
people at Howard say that they 
came here because the name 
'Howard University' will look 
good on their resume. I came to 
Howard to make a difference in 
tlle black communities around 
the country." With an outlook 
like this, it is hard to believe 
that this team will fail. 
For more information on 
parties, jackets, and jerseys call 
(202) 327-3780. 
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Second Year for RSVP Housing The Facts of Yeast Infections 
RSVP fromA2 
worked well last year and has no 
reservations about the housing 
selection process this year. 
''The system is fair because 
they judge how active you are as 
well as your grades," Brooks said. 
Veronica Jordan, a junior 
English major, has no reserva-
tions about the point system even 
though she chooses to live off 
campus. "I stay off campus, but I 
think that the point system is 
more fair than the lottery system 
that they used to have." 
The lottery system was used 
in the past to determine who was 
eligible for housing. Students 
were selected randomly without 
considering factors such as where 
the person was from, academic 
achievements or their campus 
involvement. 
Although a number of people 
have no reservations about the 
point system, some students 
have associated the phrase 
"housing selection" with the 
word "hassle." Shamia Cottrell, a 
sophomore communications law 
major, has mixed feelings about 
the point system and feels that 
Residence Life should be more 
flexible. ''The point system is a 
hassle because you have to get so 
many letters and documentation 
to get the points, but it's better 
than the lottery because it gives 
an advantage to people who are 
serious about being at Howard," 
Cottrell said. 
Tiana Moore, a sophomore 
psychology major, thinks that the 
point system is unfair and unnec-
essary. 'The people who should 
be able to register for housing 
first should be the people who 
paid their $200 first," Moore 
said. "Points should have nothing 
to do with housing selection." 
According to Gibbs, the 
point system is here to stay. He 
said the lottery will not be revived 
under his administration. He 
advises students to pay attention 
t..> important dates such as Jan. 
23, which is the first day that 
housing deposits will be accept-
ed. Gibbs also said, "Students 
should start getting letters from 
their jobs on a professional letter-
head to turn in to Residence Life 
as soon as possible." RSVP hous-
ing packets will be delivered to 
the dorms Jan. 31. 
INFECTIONS from AS 
medication at the drugstore," 
said Trisha Bartholomew, a 
senior political science 
maJor. "My misdiagnosis 
caused the burning, itching 
and discomfort to persist 
longer than was necessary, 
because what I really had was 
a urinary tract infection." 
Daron Ferris, professor 
in the Department of Family 
Medicine and Obstetrics, rec-
ommends that women first 
see a doctor and confirm the 
diagnosis, even if they have 
had prior infection. 
believe that sexual inter- cian and gynecologist at 
course plays a major role in Howard University Hospital, 
causing yeast infections. discourages douching 
However, studies show that because they disturb the bal-
this is not the case. ance of good and normal bac-
Experts caution against teria inside the vagina, caus-
wearing tight, nonabsorbent ing yeast and other infec-
underwear. They will trap tions. 
both heat and moisture, lead- "Regular soap and water 
ing to an increased risk of is all you need," Hosley said. 
developing candidiasis or Also according to Hosley, 
having the yeast infection women should not wait until 
return. Underwear with syn- there is a problem to get 
thetic materials in the crotch themselves checked out. A 
can also make a woman pre- yearly examination by a 
disposed to getting an infec- gynecologist is recommended 
tion. Other conditions that as yeast and other infections 
can increase vulnerability are sometimes not sympto-
include diabetes, an impaired matic, but can be discovered 
immune system, antibiotics in a normal examination. She 
and pregnancy. " advises avoiding vaginal irri-
Botox: the New Youth Treatment 
"Our data clearly indi-
cates that a prior medical 
diagnosis of vulvovaginal 
candidiasis and reading the 
label do not improve 
women's ability to properly 
diagnose themselves," he 
said. 
Elaina MacKenzie, a tants such as spermicides, 
social worker in the perfumed soaps and sprays. 
Department of Child and They also recommend wear-
Family Services, thought that ing loose cotton underwear 
if she douched from time to as preventative measures to 
time, she could keep yeast reduce occurrence and reoc-
infections at bay. "But that currence of this very unpleas-
was what gave me one," ant infection. 
BOTOX from AS 
sion for treatment; rather I a1n 
enticed by the idea of group 
parties of similar professions." 
Practitioners are required 
to provide a thorough and 
objective explanation of the 
risks and benefits of the injec-
tion before the treatment is 
administered. It is each individ-
ual patient's responsibility to 
understand the treatment and 
risks before giving consent. It is 
not unlikely that a patient miss-
es important information while 
in a group rather than being 
seen individually. 
"Appearance is important 
when you're going to be seen by 
the public. If a person needs it, I 
think they should be aware of 
the risks and do thorough 
research before they choose a 
doctor to perfonn the proce-
dure," Jada Bruner, a junior 
RTVF major, said. 
Other concerns involve 
contamination of the sterile 
Botox solution when single-use 
vials are used repeatedly. 
Although injecting such a 
potent toxin into your muscles 
is unnerving, the chance of con-
tracting botulism is slim to 
none. Diasha Hollingsworth, a 
junior fashion merchandising 
major said, "Aging is beautiful 
but injecting harmful sub-
stances into your face to pre-
vent this phenomenon is risky." 
Unfortunately, there are com-
mon risks associated with the 
injection. 
Jane, (who requests her last 
name not be revealed) a special-
ist at Hopping's office in 
Washington, DC said "Most 
clients have immediate redness 
and are a little swollen immedi-
ately after the treatment, but 
are not in severe pain." 
Additional common side 
effects include headache, flu-
like symptoms, and nausea. For 
many, the treatment should be 
administered every 6 months. 
The effects of Botox injections 
do not last, but in a culture that 
focuses on youth and beauty, it 
is a small price to pay for per-
fection. 
The other problem is that 
many women and men have 
misconceptions about the 
causes of the affliction. For 
instance, many people 
MacKenzie said. 
Yasmin Hosley, obstetri-
Health Briefs Around the World 
BRIEFS from AS 
Administration says it has 
discovered prohibited animal 
tissue in the feed from six 
Canadian feed companies 
since the announcement of 
mad cow disease last month, 
the Associated Press reports. 
Tainted feed is the likeli-
est way of spreading mad cow 
disease, which wastes the 
brain. It is a problem for 
humans because they can get 
a form of the disease by eat-
ing contaminated meat. Due 
to this concern, other coun-
tries closed their borders to 
American beef. Officials from 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico 
failed to reach an agreement 
on reopening those borders, 
according to the AP. 
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L d. h I an inc es ... 
Now What, Pete 
By Bernard Murray 
Sports Editor 
Apologies ... we don't need no 
stinking apologies. 
So after fourteen and some 
odd years, you finally admitted 
the truth; you were gambling on 
baseball as a manager for the 
Cincinnati Reds. 
Hey Pete, tell the people 
something they didn't already 
know. You're a chronic gambler; 
you have a problem and you 
need to seek help. 
Everyone knew you bet on 
baseball. People aren't stupid; 
they just wanted to see how long 
you could keep the lie alive. You 
didn't do a good job. 
One problem: this is the big 
leagues. If you're going to lie, you 
have to come better than that. 
Why do you think they 
called you Charlie Hustle? Hint: 
it wasn't because you hold the 
all-time record for hits. 
Back then, players such as 
yourself weren't getting paid 
nearly as much as players today. 
What did you do? You had to 
find a Hustle. Honestly, you 
should have found something 
you were good at. Nonetheless, 
you chose gan1bling, a quick hit if 
you knew what you were doing. 
You're hustling as we speak. 
Let's go back. 
Wicked side-arn1 reliever 
Dennis Eckersley and consistent 
Paul Molitor were elected to the 
hall on their first attempt on 
January 6. If I can, I'd like to 
make an inference: 
Eckersley didn't pose a 
threat, but Molitor did. With 
3,319 career hits, he's in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. The 
eighth place guy made it to 
Cooperstown and the first place 
guy sits moping because he's 
banned for life. 
\ .. 
Jealous much? You wanted 
the spotlight back on you. If 
Molitor could get in, you would 
be a shoe in. You need one more 
shot to put your name back on 
the ballot. 
You already privately admit-
ted to Bud Selig and on ABC's 
"Dateline Thursday" with 
Charles Gibson; it was time for 
Pete Rose to come clean to the 
public. 
Is it a coincidence that your 
confession occurred during the 
same week tllat your second 
autobiography "My Prison 
Without Bars" was to be 
released? Speaking of which, it 
sits atop The New York Times 
Best-8eller List. You are the true 
definition of a hustler. 
If it were up to me, Pete, I'd 
let you in the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. Your image may be taint-
ed as a manager, but your career 
accolades as a player speak for 
tllemselves. 
My only problem is, I hear 
experts saying that gambling is 
the worst atrocity in baseball and 
a real cardinal sin. Is it just me or 
are their priorities skewed? Since 
when does the use of steroids 
and cocaine take a backseat to 
gambling? 
In this country, you can be as 
drugged up as you want; just 
don't mess witll the money. 
Bodies and minds are expend-
able; money isn't. 
I thought this was America, 
people. As America's Pastime, 
baseball is a microcosm of this 
'o righteous land. The Hall of 
Fame already has bigots, liars, 
cheaters and thieves, what's 
one more? Pete, come on 
home. 
... 
• • 
By Bernard Murray 
Sports Editor 
T he real story is not tlleir record, altllough at tile moment, they sit second in MEAC witll a 5-1 record. Their only loss came last Wednesday at tile hands of the Lady Hornets (also 5-1), 79-74. 
It's the freshman class who have been pivotal in Howard victories over 
MEAC opponents. But Monday will be no ordinary match-up. 
The Pirates have proven their dominance over Howard last season beat-
ing the Lady Bison in both meetings 81-77 and 96-69. 
The good news for the Lady Bison is the Lady Pirates' loss of LaShondra 
Dixon, who averaged 18.2 points per game. 
But that's where it ends. 
Last year was only tile beginning for senior forward Nicole Brathwaite, 
who was second team All-MEAC and averaged 12.5 ppg, second only to Dixon. 
In their first 1natch-up last season, Brathwraite proved to be a thorn in the 
Lady Bison side as she lit up Burr Gyn1nasium for 35 points and 16 rebounds. 
History may repeat itself on the hardwood of Burr as Brathwaite is second 
in the MEAC in scoring (15.6 ppg), second in field goal percentage (-496) and 
fourtll in rebounding (9.2 rpg). 
Continuing her dominance in the MEAC, she earned MEAC Player of the 
Week for the second time this season and last Monday against tile Lady 
Hawks marked the 1otll time this season that Bratllwaite has led her team in 
scoring. 
This year tile Lady Bison will not go quietly into the night. 
Aside from tile familiar veterans tile Lady Pirates are used to seeing 
comes a new batch who will give Hampton that classic battle. The freshmen 
will get a taste of how bitter the Howard/ Han1pton rivalry is on Monday. 
For the second straight week and a total of four times and counting, fresh-
man guard Christina Aden has been named MEAC Rookie of the Week. She is 
averaging 10.1 ppg, and she continued her tear on the MEAC in Florida as she 
dropped 14 points on both Bethune-Cookman and FAMU. 
Her defense kept her grounded as she ripped Rattlers four times, but her 
offense is where she earns her stripes. 
Hampton will be keeping an eye on Aden from behind the arc because her 
ability to hit the three has helped her as she leads tile team in three-pointers 
made with 3.2 a game. 
Both forward Melloni Benson and guard Shannon Carlisle are freshmen 
who have given the Lady Bison depth, averaging 8.1 and 8.2 ppg respectively. 
While Benson has been cleaning up on the boards leading tile team with an 
average of 5.8 rebounds, Carlisle is coming off of a career-high performance 
with 20 points against the Lady Rattlers. 
It's been far from a quiet year, but those teams who were sleeping on the 
Lady Bison are now wide awake, especially tile Lady Pirates of Hampton 
University. 
The Lady Bison took tllat speed bump of tile Delaware State loss in stride 
and are looking to continue tlleir two-game winning streak against tile Lady 
Spartans of Norfolk State. 
However, for spectators, the long-term rivalry of Hampton/Howard holds 
more weight tllan Saturday night's game. The MEAC may not be ready. 
1111 
By Zachary Kenworthy 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
A
fter a somewhat demoralizing loss to the Rattlers of FAMU this 
past Monday, James "Mac" Wilkinson and the Howard Bison 
:will be looking for a rallying point to regenerate their stalling 
efforts this season. 
Enter Hampton University and Howard's most storied rivalry. 
After five successive losses and a less than stellar 3-12 record. 
Howard University and Coach Frankie Allen look to find some form of 
spark that will result in the type of play seen in the second half of 
Monday's game. There, the Bison managed to knock off all but two points 
of FAMU's 20-point lead at the intermission. 
The Howard team is now well into its home stretch and come up 
against MEAC rivals for the remainder of the season. Nonetheless, a true 
trial will be presented to guard Seye Aluko and Howard's backcourt this 
coming week as they will be tested by the wits of Devin Green who won 
MEAC Rookie of the Year honors in 2001-2002 and is recognized as one 
of the conference's premier players. 
Green is coming off his seventh double-double of the season as he led 
the Pirates to a solid 75-62 victory over UMES this week with 22 points 
and 11 rebounds. For Howard's backcourt duo of Aluko and the under-
sized Louis Ford, the test doesn't end there. Jeff Granger, who also con-
tributed 20 points in Hampton's last victory, is also another very real 
threat and has accumulated a jaw-dropping 89 points over a three ga1ne 
stretch. In fact, Hampton's high-scoring duo could possibly be the most 
dangerous pair of guards in the conference as they both average over 15 
points a game. 
Posting on the inside for the Pirates will be the young, yet talented 
Frank Russell, who at 6-11 and 210 pounds is a big n1an in the paint. His 
success under the rim could prove pivotal in opening up necessary scor-
ing lanes for both Green and Granger to exploit. At the same time, how-
ever, Hampton's glaring weakness is a lack of attack in the paint. The fact 
that both Granger and Green both lead Hampton in rebounding is testa-
ment to this fact. 
The Bison will look to Seye Aluko, who dropped a ga1ne-high 20 
points against the Rattlers in Tallahassee, to carry over his form against 
the Mecca's most formidable r ival. However, for the Bison to be success-
ful on their home court, the exploits of James "Mac" Wilkinson must be 
in full swing. His shooting ability for a big man and his leadership skills 
must pull themselves from the doldrums, as he only managed five points 
in the encounter with the Rattlers. With Hampton's somewhat weakened 
interior court and inability to create pressure in the paint, Wilkinson 
could p rove to be the deciding factor in Monday's highly anticipated 
match up - a must win for Howard. 
Although a five game skid has dampened the spirits of Bison sup-
porters, Howard's chances of shutting down a potent Hampton attack is 
far better then could be expected. Applying consistent and dogged pres-
sure to both Green and Granger should unsettle Hampton's most reliable 
source of offense. Will the real HU please stand up. 
,._..~------~---~---,...---- ·- .. - - - - . -- - -
-
IFE TYlE 
By Rozanne Neil 
Contributing Writer 
A 1niddle-aged black man stand-
ing on the street corner beckons to 
every female passer-by, "What's up, 
shorty?!" Those who dare to ignore 
him are serenaded with a string of 
expletives. A few meters away, a bare-
foot won1an with dirty, knotted 
dreads and missing front teeth solicits 
"spare change" from everyone who 
walks past her on the sidewalk. 
No one can walk down the strip of 
Georgia Avenue in the vicinity of 
Howard University without being 
harassed. "I've never been able to 
walk down the strip without someone 
hollering something ignorant," 
Keisha Thompson, a Freshman 
Journalism major said. However, 
Tho1npson understands that this is 
the way Georgia Avenue has been for 
years. 
Georgia Avenue did not always 
look this way. The early 19oo's 
brought revitalization to the Petworth 
(which spans from New York Avenue 
to the Georgia Avenue Petworth 
Metro station) region. 
Construction of the Green Line 
may have caused Georgia Avenue's 
appearance to deteriorate. The under-
taking caused a sizable loss of hous-
ing, excessive noise and dirt, and 
caused dozens of commercial busi-
nesses to close. All of theses factors 
aid in the current look of Georgia 
Avenue. 
Georgia Avenue extends for miles 
from Olney, MD to Washington, D.C. 
A drive down that heavily - trafficked 
road, from beginning to end, will 
reveal the harsh reality of life. From 
Olney to Wheaton, the sights are 
breathtaking. The surroundings are 
clean, the lawns well-manicured, the 
flowers bloom in all their glory. 
The final stretch of Georgia 
Avenue is where Howard University is 
located. Noise pollution fills the air as 
cars blast rap and hip hop 1nusic. 
There, the sidewalks are populated by 
vagrants, loafers and alcoholics. The 
quality of the buildings, restaurants 
and other businesses has deteriorat-
ed. This marks the final stage of the 
metamorphosis of Georgia Avenue. 
It is a typical day on this end of 
Georgia Avenue. The police speed by 
with blaring sirens at least once per 
hour. There is an altercation between 
two men in the parking lot of 
McDonald's, a popular hang out spot. 
The taller man grabs the other one by 
the collar and starts yelling in his face. 
The shorter man retaliates by thrust-
ing off his hands. A clothing vendor 
and his colleagues act quickly by hold-
ing back the two men. No one is fazed 
by the incident, which happens to be a 
regular occurrence. 
Later in the day, rush hour 
approaches and the street gets con-
gested. Students on their way fro1n 
classes stream into China Wonder, 
Negri! Jamaican Eatery or Jasmine's 
Pizza in droves. " It's always noisy and 
crowded around this time, but what 
can you do?" asks Sheena Taylor, a 
Senior physics major. A man leaning 
against the wall begs a girl with a 
Styrofoam box in her hand for some-
thing to eat. She hands him a piece of 
chicken and continues walking. He 
chews it up and spits the bone onto 
the curb. A flock of pigeons dive down 
and devour the remnants. 
Time passes, the evening rolls by 
and the night is born. Scores of loi-
terers come out from their hiding 
places. Loud, revving engines in the 
distance get increasingly louder. A 
throng of motorcycle riders (some 
with women holding onto their waists, 
and others performing antics on one 
tire) speed down the hill and circle 
into McDonald's parking lot. 
The parking lot glitters with 
flashy vehicles. Music is blasting as 
usual. Cadillac Escalade, Mitsubishi 
Eclipse, and BMW Z4 convertible are 
some of the cars spotted. The thugs 
lean up on their cars s1noking and 
flirting with girls dressed in tight, 
revealing outfits. 
One block away, a group of 
uncanny characters awaits the Metro 
bus. One apparently drunk man 
clears his throat and spits every few 
seconds. An unkempt, old man 
scratches his sores fervently. A pover-
ty-stricken man dressed in overalls 
picks up a half-smoked cigarette from 
the sidewalk and lights it. The bare-
foot wo1nan with the dirty dreads lies 
down on the sidewalk and calls it a 
night. 
The distinct transition from one 
end of Georgia Avenue to the other is 
dumbfounding. " At times, it sees 
like people forgot to keep up the area 
around Howard" Taylor muses. In 
Washington, D.C., the capital of the 
most affluent nation in the world, it is 
unfortunate that such a contrast 
, 
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Georgia Avenue is markedly different, from Uptown Silver Spring to 
Downtown DC. 
exists. This contrast can be summed 
up in one sentence. A street goes from 
the suburbs to the ghetto; from well-
maintained to dilapidated; from pro-
ductivity to poverty; from white to 
black. 
In October 18, 1888, congress 
authorized the Brightwood Railway 
Company to build a streetcar line on 
Georgia Avenue (then known as 
Seventh Street Extended or 
Brightwood AYenue) from Florida 
Avenue (Boundary Street) to the 
District line at Silver Spring. 
The Brightwood Railway 
Company bought the Metropolitan's 
Georgia Avenue line in 1890 and elec-
trified it. The streetcar line provided 
the only regular transportation 
between the new "bedroom communi-
ty" of Petworth (around the Howard 
area) and the employ1nent, shopping, 
and cultural opportunities of the city. 
Through time, the Petworth name 
extended beyond the original subdivi-
sion, and was also used for the area 
across Georgia Avenue as far west as 
16th Street. 
Construction of Metro's Green 
Line, which began in 1994, brought 
turmoil and devastation to the south 
end of Petworth. Although 1\fayor 
Sharon Pratt Kelly pressured !-.1etro to 
adopt a plan that would minimize the 
loss of houses, the noise and dirt, the 
detouring of traffic, and the Joss of 
commercial businesses, the undertak-
ing proved to be an ordeal for the 
community, and the Georgia Avenue 
area around Howard University never 
fully recovered. 
Do vou or 
someone 
vou know 
Be Very, Very Cautious ... Driving • Ill DC 
need a make 
over? 
Enter the first 
lite and Stvle 
contest and that 
dream can 
become realitv. 
Be sure to stop 
by the office on 
Tuesday at 6:00 
pm and bring a 
selled envelop 
including five 
dollars, vour 
name, phone 
number, and 
email address. 
The monev gath-
ered wiull be 
used to pur-
chase the prod-
ucts tor a beautv 
consultaion 
B2 
By Maxine Moffett 
Contributing Writer 
"I tried to get a parking permit 
too many tin1es at Howard. My many 
actions have been in vain. I currently 
have $1000 in tickets, and almost all 
of them where incurred parking in 
front of the very place that I reside, 
the West Towers. I have no where 
else to park! And I feel like I can't 
help but get tickets, that I cannot 
afford to pay. I currently have a boot 
on my car and a tag price of over 
$600, to again be in the driver's seat 
of my own car. Am I being punished 
for having a car in D.C.?" asks Kyana 
Smith, a junior Legal 
Communications major. 
Have you ever felt like this? Many 
must answer yes; the nu1nber of boots 
on campus makes this evident. The 
District of Columbia does a wonder-
ful job of administering tickets for 
non-moving vehicle infractions. Last 
year they had revenue of over $60 
million dollars. 
If you're a student at Howard, the 
chances of this happening double. 
Since you not only have to watch out 
for DC meter 1naids who have a 90 
ticket per day quota, but also quick to 
tow university meter maids. 
Ironically, Howard has done very 
little to protect or warn it's students 
about the expenses and hassles of 
being a driver in D.C. Many like 
Smith find parking without receiving 
a ticket nearly impossible. 
Mainly because there is very lim-
ited parking lots space available to 
students. 36, to be exact, but less 
than half of those lots allocate park-
ing permits to students. And the 
other half of those lots allocate less 
than half of their spaces to students. 
And to receive a much-coveted 
PHOTO BY FONTA GILLIAM 
Many studi:nts are plagued daily with the threat of receiving an expensive 
parking ticket. 
The Hilltop 
campus-parking permit, one has to 
enter a lottery where the odds against 
them are insanely high. For these rea-
sons many students are left to park 
on the streets, and have to battle zone 
parking, street cleaning, and work-
ing, and broken 1neters. All of which 
are unaccommodating to any one 
who needs to park over an extended 
amount of tin1e like: students who 
live on campus, and commuting stu-
dents who have back-to-back classes. 
David Young, a Howard commut-
ing student said, "sometimes it takes 
me 20 minutes to find a parking 
space. I receive a parking ticket 
almost every other day. And pay 
about $200 a n1onth in parking tick-
ets. God forbid, I do not have the 
1noney in 3odays, cause then the tick-
ets double. I don't understand the 
doubling process. Ifl did not have the 
money then, what makes the DMV 
believe I'll have double in a n1onth! 
But action can be taken, tickets 
administered can be contested by 
mail or by in-person hearings, and 
the elimination of tickets is possible. 
According to the DMV, a person has 
15 days of the tickets issue date to 
answer a notice of infraction by 1nail 
or by an in-person hearing. But this 
rule is rarely administered and 
requesting adjucation of tickets can 
even be done years after the issue 
date. Be warned the mail adjucation 
process is very slow with a response 
time on average being 3to 6 months. 
In person hearing are recomn1ended. 
In person hearing are done on 35 
K Street in NW, DC. During theses 
hearing if one can prove misappro-
priation for any tickets received, 
those tickets will be adjucated. 
PARKING 
VIOLATION 
w TH MY co,tP IM!:J ns 
PHOTO BY FAKETICKETS COM 
During these hearing the administra-
tor of the hearing will throw out any 
tickets that were not written correct-
ly. And with busy, writing one ticket 
every 15 minutes meter n1aids, many 
mistakes are made. At minimum an 
ad1ninistrator will usually adjucate 
the fines received on tickets. It is 
worth your time, to go and contest 
tickets. 9 times out of ten it'll save 
you 1noney! 
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QUIRKY WAYS TO 
SPEND YOUR WEEKEND 
Friday, January 23rd 2004 Event: Ashley Meier Duo Oazz) 
Place: Ellington's on Eighth @ 424 -A 8th SE 
Time: 9 pm Event: Big Al (Blues Music) 
Place: Afterwords Cafe and Bar@ 1517 
Connecticut Ave, NW (202) 387-1462 
Time: 10 pm 
Price: $10 
Description: This dynamic duo, armed with 
mellow, soulful musical arrangements, 
perform Jive. Price: FREE!!! 
Description: Big Al and his expressive blues 
tunes are sure to delight. 
Event: Enterprising Women: 250 Years of 
American Business 
Place: National Mt..ieum of Women in the 
Arts @ 1250 New York Ave, NW 
Event: Black Expressions: Black 
Choreographer Showcase (202) 783-5000 Time: 10 am 
Place: Lincoln Theatre@ 1215 U St, NW 
(202) 328- 6000 Price: FREE!! Description: From Madame C.J. Walker to 
Martha Stewart, learn more about these 
powerful business women. 
Time: 8 pm 
Price: $20 
Description: The best Black Choreographers 
in the nation come together to showcase 
their talent. Sunday, January 25th, 2004 
Event: DJ Spins the Best of the '70's, '80's, 
and '90's 
Event: Brett Leake (Comedy) 
Place: The Improv @ 1140 Connecticut Ave, 
NW (202) 296-7008 Place: Club Crush @ 2323 18th St, NW 
Time: 10 pm Time: 8 pm 
Price: $10 cover [21 and over only] 
Description: Those tired of standard club 
music will delight in this upbeat mix of hits 
from yesteryear. 
Price: $15 
Description: Funnyman Brett Leake returns 
to DC to make you laugh until you cry. 
Event: Bling Kong 
Place: The Black Cat@ 1811 14th St, NW 
(202) 667-7960 
Time: 9pm 
Price: $5 
Description: The infamous rap group 
returns. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF DIGITALCITYCOM 
Event: Chinese New Year Parade in 
Chinatown 
Saturday, January 24th 2004 
Place: Chinatown@ 700 9th St, NW 
Time: 2:30 pm 
Price: FREE!! 
Event: Ariel Clucklich: Climbing Chamundi 
Hill 
Description: Come join the festivities n 
Chinatown as the year of the monkey is 
celebrated. 
Place: Politics & Prose@ 5015 Connecticut 
Ave, NW (202) 364-1919 
Time: 6 pn1 
Price: FREE!! 
Description: Author Ariel Clucklich comes 
to read from and speak about his latest book, 
"Climbing Chamundi Hill, a mythical tale 
set in India. 
By Jennifer L. Williams 
TV One: A Fresh Alternative 
By L Michael Flanagan 
Asst. Sports Editor 
Perhaps the most influential 
moment in MLK Day history took 
place on cable television this past 
week. On Monday a historical 
moment in television history 
began as 1V One, a new cable 
channel aimed at African 
Americans, was ushered into the 
living rooms of 2.2 million cable 
subscribers around the country. 
Envisioned as a direct com-
Comcast. 
"As a cable channel that has a 
relationship with Con1cast it gives 
them a head start and a potential 
24 million households that they 
could reach." Howard Law pro-
fessor and entertainment indus-
try expert John F. Mercer said. 
Mercer feels that black audi-
ences, which have traditionally 
been very brand loyal in areas 
such a,.s film and radio, will appre-
ciate the new cable channel. 
Additionally, he feels that the 
"American Legacy," based on 
stories featured in Alnerican 
Legacy magazine, looks at some 
of the stories of triumph and 
tragedy found in the lives of 
prominent African Americans. 
" I think it's excellent when 
we think about how far we've 
gone in entertainment, and the 
fact tliat you can even turn the 
channel and see like four or five 
Hispanic channels on television. 
It's about time," said public rela-
tions major Ariane Boler. " There 
should always be an alterna-
tive to 106th and Park 
and Uncut and if I'm up 
late I'll definitely watch it 
instead of tl1at nonsense. 
petitor to BET, 1V One is 
the brainchild of Prince 
George's County based 
Radio One, the nation's 
largest black radio compa-
ny. Partnered with 
Comcast Corp., the coun- ultim dia Solution Susan Morgan, a senior legal communica-
try's leading cable company, the 
two have created a channel that 
will target the adult African-
American audience as opposed to 
BETs youth oriented program-
nung. 
"We're after the 25-to-54 
demographic," said 1V One pres-
ident and CEO Johnathan 
Rodgers in a recent article. 
For now the station, which is 
positioned between BET and 
M1V on the dial, will hit major 
markets with significant black 
populations including the 
Washington area, Baltimore, 
Atlanta and Detroit. Deals are 
already in place to debut the 
channel on the Chicago and 
Oakland C01ncast affiliates in 
February. In April, 1V One plans 
to expand to Philadelphi&. The 
fact that Comcast is an inv<'st-
ment partner assures its inclusion 
on area cable systems operated by 
PHor o COURTESY OF lVONE COM tions major from 
benefit of having Radio One's co- Chicago, concurs. " I don't think 
owner Kathy Hughes on board is one company should monopolize 
a huge benefit. the industry. BET is cool but it's 
"You look at Kathy Hughes repetitive and kind of limited. 
and you see a proven winner. Sometimes BET is too much like 
Throughout her business career, M1V and it doesn't cater to every-
she's made excellent decisions. In one. I think 1V One will help that 
radio, she's bought stations that I'n1 thrilled to have another 
weren't costly, but tl1at were in choice." 
good markets and then she built Mercer acknowledge that he 
them up." doesn't believe the only two 
As far as the programming, African American targeted cable 
1V One will featw-e some reruns channels in history will be in com-
of fo1mer series, lifestyle pro- petition. "Just like in print, you 
gramming, movies and public have your Vibe magazine and 
affairs programming. For now, Essence's and they both thrive 
there are no newscasts or sports. because they're both good. The 
Reruns of"Good Times" and "City production quality and color is 
of Angels" have already aired. excellent. I think black folks are 
A program ahned at women sophisticated enough to embrace 
called "B. Smith With Style," host- botl1." 
ed by 1V personality and author 1V One employs about 50 
Barbara Smith, will air during the people, with 35 headquartered in 
day. the Washington area. 
In Other News: 
By Jennifer L Williams 
Life & Style Editor I 
Hype Williams' "Belly" Gets Re-released on 
DVD: 
"Belly," the street smart, gritty urban drama 
that put rappers such as Nas and DMX, and 
singers such as T-Boz of the group TLC, and 
Taral Hicks on the map, is due to be re-released. 
The new collectors edition is complete with 
music videos and previously unreleased footage. 
Full of slick, complicated camera angles, impres-
sive color distortion, and a fast pared plot, 
"Belly" takes the viewer through a c01nplicated 
journey of two childhood friends enveloped in 
lives of crime. 
T-Boz, lead singer of superstar girl group 
TLC, played Tionne, the wife of Sincere (rapper 
Nas' character) one of the lead roles in the criti-
cally acclain1ed film. To be sure, watching T-
Boz's star turn in "Belly" left many wondering 
when she would appear in another film. 
However, Belly came and went, and T-Boz 
returned to her music career, seemingly done 
with movies. " I couldn't do a lot of stuff because 
I had prior TLC commitments," said T-Boz. 
"Then I got married and had my baby, and all of 
that took time" 
T-Boz recounts her "Belly" fihning experi-
ence with enthusiasm. " I remember getting on 
the set, and meeting my 'husband' (Nas) the 
same day, right before we started filming" stated 
T-Boz. "I was like 'Huh?' Okay', and I just went 
along with it." Of working with Hype Williams, 
T-Boz describes filming with renewed fervor." It 
was really cool because it's cool to see your 
friends move on and do the things they wanted to 
do in life." Said T-Boz. " Hype was quick, and he 
didn't waste a lot of time. He did a really good 
job." Be sure to purchase the cult classic "Belly" 
while supplies last. 
Look for the "Belly" re-release in a store near 
you!! 
Ttie -Pop Surr'Tl t 
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Belly, the drama 
directed by Hype 
Williams, is slated 
to be re-released 
with new extra fea-
tures. 
\ 
Men's basketball game 
Mo , , .L6 
n 
Come out & register to vote with the Hip-Hop Summit Action 
Network! 
Your vote, your voice, your choice! 
Other registration dates include: 
Sat. Jan 24 Georgetown vs Duke 
(MCI Center) 
Wed. Jan 28 George Washington vs. Xavier 
(The Smith Center) 
Fri. Jan 30 American vs. Lafayette 
(Bender Arena) 
One Week, On Thousand Voters! 
HSAN is a non·profit, non-part1sc?1 national coalition of Hip Hop art sts ente1:cl nrJent mdu try eaders, edt.catlon 
advocates, ov·1 ngrts proponents, and youth •eaders united in tre be 1ef ttiat Hp ~cp c: u'l eno Mous!y 1nfl1.i~ntla! 
agent for social change which must be responsibly and proactive y ut zed to font tne wa on poverty aid injustice. 
ONE M 
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Accreditation Time Brings 
Repairs for School of C 
Once again, the time has 
come for the John H. Johnson 
School of Communications to 
nobly uphold its accreditation 
status. Too bad this is the only 
time the School of C students 
see up to par facilities in their 
building. 
Any student sit-
ting in a classroom in 
Communications (ACEJMC), it 
is upsetting that these much-
needed repairs are only made 
when the school officials hear 
the pitter-patter of the accred-
iting council's feet. We feel 
cheated as students to have to 
face dilapidated conditions 
the Communications Our View: 
would be no need for a mad 
dash to fix everything up in the 
weeks before the accreditation 
process. The practical strategy 
would be to make these repairs 
and additions in the summer-
time or during winter break, so 
students will not have to be dis-
tracted by the noisi-
ness of the fix-it 
process. 
building recently has 
probably had his or The School of Communications 
her nostrils born- • 
It is dishearten-
ing to think that the 
administration is not 
concerned with the 
upkeep of facilities 
for students, and 
only concerned with 
putting up a fa~de 
for the Accrediting 
Council. 
barded with the smell and other schools should strive 
of a fresh coat of • • bl fi .1. . paint being applied to to maintain accepta e aci ities 
the walls. They've throughout the year - not1·ust 
pobably also heard 
th7 clatter of ceilings around accreditation time. bemg fixed. And that 
broken vending 
machine downstairs? Well let's 
just say that Oreos and 
Snickers bars are now ours for 
the taking. 
While we understand the 
importance of making a good 
impression on the Accrediting 
Council on Education in 
Journalism and Mass 
each day when we pay the 
tuition and fees that are sup-
posed to upkeep our facilities. 
There is no excuse for buildings 
to be shabby and falling apart. 
Moreover, if schools and 
colleges would simply develop 
a pattern of maintaining facili-
ties throughout the year, there 
The School of 
Com1nunications not only 
boasts excellent curricular pro-
grams and opportunities, but 
the professors are among the 
best in their field. We believe 
its facilities should accurately 
reflect this standard of excel-
lence. All year long, that is. 
Crime Doesn't Pay, It Costs 
The price of keeping an 
inmate in jail is getting more 
and more expensive these 
days. However, it's not the 
average tax-payer who is foot-
ing the bill - it's the convict 
himself. 
to sleep with at night, and no 
bills to worry about. These are 
luxuries that many people in 
the real world don't enjoy 
everyday. 
We believe that this policy 
should expand to jails across 
to deal with budget cuts. $1 a 
day per inmate will certainly 
add up to substantial 
amounts. 
Some critics of the policy 
say that innocent people will 
be paying for nothing, since 
Inmates in Fairfax ------------------ even those later found 
County's jail are liter- not guilty will be 
ally paying their debt Our View·. charged for room and 
to society in a pro- board. We believe 
gram authorized Fairfax County Jail's new that there should be 
under a new Virginia some way to refund 
state law that will room and board charge for the money to those 
require inmates to pay found innocent. 
$1 a day for room and inmates will have many posi- Another criticism 
board. • , l'I is that it is unfair even 
This policy is one tive inJ .,uenceS. for those found guilty 
of the most brilliant to pay this fee 
ideas we've heard in a because most are 
long time. the country to alleviate this already in debt. 
One of the biggest ills of problem and discourage To this, we say: You do the 
our society is the problem of crime. What better way to crime, you pay the fine. Jail is 
people who go to jail and keep people from going to jail not supposed to be a vacation. 
become so comfortable that it than to make it expensive? Maybe next time that person 
turns out to be anything but a Aside from decreasing the will think about the state of his 
punishment. Think about it. rate of those Nho don't mind or her financial situation 
You get three square meals a "chilling" in jail, this policy before committing a crime. 
day, a pillow and blanket to go has also created a better way 
. ' 
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Redistricting in Texas 
Disadvantages Minorities 
Democrats suffered a crip- upcoming Presidential electioo going on since blacks first 
piing defeat last Friday when for Democrats. received the right to vote as a 
the Supreme Court refused to The Supreme Court's deci- means of suppressing African-
block a hard-fought sion is evidence of the negative American voting power. The 
Republican redistricting plan affect a predominately conser- plan is to separate districts by 
in Texas in the case of Jackson vative Court will have on race, class, and any other social 
v. Perry. The new map could minority populations. The group that can be sectioned off 
cost Democrats as many as six Court conveniently declined to to best fit a specific political 
seats in an already ------------------ goal. Who do you 
Republican-controlled think gets blocked 
eongress. Our View: out? 
The redistricting We as African-
will inevitably weaken The Supreme Court should American voters need 
minority voting h bl k d h '11 GOP to make this an issue 
strength. Politically ave OC e t e .1.eXaS 7 so that it is not contin-
spea king, the lines d. tr . n· la uously accepted. This 
have been drawn in re is ic ng p n. is an important issue 
just the right places to that we should lobby 
give Republicans the confi- rule on the 'wisdom" of Texas's and write to our Congress 
dence to expect a seizure of 22 new redistricting plan. members about. The practice 
of Texas's 32 seats in Congress. We believe the Court has of redrawing district lines 
The districts were drawn and failed minorities by refusing to could become even more wide-
approved by the Texas block this plan. spread, even outside of the 
Legislature, which is also con- This type of redistricting is state of Texas. 
trolled by Republicans. known in black politics as "ger- If we don't fight for our 
This new plan will have a rymandering" and it is nothing voting rights, no one will. 
likely troublesome effect on the new. This practice has been 
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Time for 
Music with a 
Purpose 
Redhead 
I'm a young man with an 
open mind, complete with a 
so-called "weird" perspective 
of my own. One of the main 
things that I like to talk about 
is hip-hop music. 
The reason for this is that 
I'm known for performing it 
from time to time. I don't con-
sider myself a rapper or con-
sider myself an emcee. I'm 
more of a "listener with initia-
tive". I remember times when 
my older sister and I would 
watch music videos on BET 
(most of which would exploit 
blacks in numerous ways) and 
say to ourselves, "I bet I can do 
better!" We would laugh at the 
lyrics of some of these songs 
that expressed sheer igno-
rance when referring to 
women and their own sexual 
prowess. 
Surely, we were not the 
only ones who noticed these 
things. I also remember 
Dionne Warwick on television 
making argumentative speech-
es against the likes of Dr. Dre 
& Snoop Dogg, their songs that 
objectified women as sexual 
objects and the use of the 
dreaded B-word. Though 
many people were outraged by 
this, it seems that times have 
changed. Some of these young 
black women today do not 
want to be called or described 
by such a name, but will waste 
no time hitting the dance floor 
to party with their girlfriends 
as the bass and steel drum 
sounds waft through the air in 
the form of "P.I.M.P." by 50 
Cent. It's been like this for a 
while, so I'm not bringing any-
thing new to the table. This is 
just one element of the prob-
lem with hip-hop music 
today. 
Another element is the 
upbringing of the "gangsta" 
era with our young minds. 
It's funny how music can 
influence a person to act and 
talk in a certain way in an 
attempt to be with the "in" 
crowd or to be accepted. You 
see these people fro1n the can1-
pus you walk on, to Union 
Station on a Saturday after-
noon. For those that remem-
ber the Verbal Armageddon 
competition from last semes-
ter, there were a lot of contest-
ants with this type of style. 
Not to disrespect these people, 
because I enjoy the work, but 
I'm having trouble believing 
certain people to be gangstas 
when they are on their par-
ents' bill to attend college and 
Memory 
take classes along with me. 
Another instance was the MC 
battle that was held at "Up 
Against The Wall" during the 
Homecoming game. DC resi-
dents were outraged because 
the cops closed the event, and 
decided to get into cyphers of 
gunplay and violence to 
impress the women that 
came. Until that time, I never 
thought that a person would 
giggle & flirt when being told 
that they'll get the .45 caliber 
to their face. Yet again, I was 
wrong and times have 
changed. 
When is it time to realize 
that violence and misogyny are 
not flattering? We are continu-
ously fed elements of both 
everyday in our music, distrib-
uted in our family television 
sets and CDs wrapped nice & 
tight in record stores. Sure, we 
I will be a memory 
Unable to erase 
Yet you will have no trace 
Of the love you once had 
I will be the treasure 
That once was yours 
But took another course 
to deserv ing arms reside 
I will be the heart 
That you once broke 
Fron1 all the lies you spoke 
With no guilt in mind 
I will be the partner 
One you took for granted 
Seeing others you wanted 
Without any pride 
I will be a memory 
Its not so hard to see 
We were not meant to be 
Anything but a memory 
By Abere Karibi-Ikir iko 
J 
have artists such as Mos Def & 
Talib Kweli who are against 
this, but they don't have a lot 
of promotion to get the mes-
sage out there. On top of that, 
their label has now shut its 
doors. I'm almost embar-
rassed to tell people that I 
could rap because it automati-
cally links me to those nega-
tive aspects. Records such as 
Nas' "I Can" only come one in 
awhile, so why don't fellow 
artists take the initiative to 
take it a step further, but with-
out corny results (i.e. Black 
Eyed Peas "Where Is The 
Love?"). 
So, I decided to create 
music that differed. Music for 
the regular listener. For the 
listener who wants s01nething 
fresh. For those that have the 
same perspective as I do, or 
just want to dance. The 
descriptions that I gave may 
have some people call it "back-
packer music", but I consider 
it to be a reality check. If only 
the mainstream artists took 
this perspective and became 
themselves instead of the fab-
ricated image the record labels 
developed to sell their proj-
ects. I'm calling the project "It 
Is What It Is" because it is the 
life we live in our society as 
normal people with jobs and 
the experiences we undergo in 
this world. I ride the Metro 
with no spinners. 
My fellow Howard stu-
dents, please don't accept 
being treated like trash and 
b*tches for the sake of finan-
cial profit. There's more to 
music than just a synthetic 
instrumental. How about 
some self-respect and honesty 
in what we pay for? 
E-mail us your 
perspectives! 
We want to hear 
from you! 
www.hilltoponline.com 
Let the Hilltop be 
your megaphone! 
\ 
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Cut the Noise 
By Cassawidra Curnbess 
Editorials and Perspectives 
Editor 
As Howard University stu-
dents, n1ost of us have found 
ourselves pulling an all-nighter 
and shifting in tour beds with 
that all too familiar feeling of 
insomnia. It is no secret that col-
lege life drastically alters the 
sleep pattern that we were once 
accustomed to. 
With this in mind, let me 
give you a scenario, and you let 
me know if you can relate. 
It's one of those aforemen-
tioned nights and you know you 
should probably be studying 
since you can't sleep. But that's 
just not in the plan for tonight. 
Instead, you flip through the 
channels to see if there is any-
thing on at 3am besides 
infomercials and old episodes of 
"Good Times." After a few min-
utes of channel-surfing, you find 
your eyes glued to the 'IV. 
You've just landed on BET's 
controversial after-hours pro-
gram, "Uncut." 
Perhaps it is astonishn1ent 
that keeps you fro1n changing 
the rhannel. Maybe it's amuse-
ment or curiosity. You may feel 
disgusted or even entertained. 
Whatever the case may be, 
young people across the country 
have become entranced by the 
outrageous scenes of the uncen-
sored program that show just 
how raw unadulterated hip-hop 
can be. 
Recently, flyers have been 
posted across campus demand-
ing that BETs "Uncut" be cut. 
While I understand how many 
people could be offended by 
such programming, I have to 
wonder why it is so important 
for us to cut "Uncut." Don't get 
me wrong, I am avidly against 
the objectification and exploita-
tion of black women, but we as a 
people need to start thinking a 
little more critically about the 
causes we stand for. We need to 
look at the bigger picture. Why 
is it that progran1s like this are 
even allowed in the first place on 
a network whose largest audi-
ence is kids beh\."een the ages of 
u and17? We need to hold BET 
itself more accountable for the 
programming it chooses to air, 
rather than protesting a specific 
show. That's a quick fix to a 
problem tl1at's much larger than 
getting rid of the "White Girl" 
video. 
As one of the sole represen-
tations of blacks in entertain-
ment media, BET should boast a 
more positive program lineup all 
around. Black television should 
not be limited to comedy shows 
and music videos. Makes you 
wish we had conscious black 
ownership of these types of net-
works, doesn't it? 
For those who may take this 
the wrong way, please under-
stand that I an1 not being hypo-
critical. I have certainly stun1-
bled upon the scandalous videos 
on a few nights of sleeplessness. 
As a matter of fact, I usually 
laugh at the audacity of some of 
the songs and sit open-mouthed 
at the lack of self-respect the 
dancers have. While I am guilty 
of watching such trash, I do 
understand that a reactive 
approach is usually an aimless 
one. After all, BET Uncut is no 
more unnecessary than "Rap 
City" and "How I'm Livin'". 
Besides, for the grown folks 
who can't sleep, there could be 
worst things going on than see-
ing a "Tip Drill" and hearing 
some girl profess that she ain't 
got no ... well, you know what 
she doesn't have on. 
Focus .... 
BS 
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In every love story, there's only room 
for one leading man. 
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Coming soon to theatres everywhere 
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